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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTTED.
B3y (lhe Minister for Mlines: Papers i-e

contract with U2Nonteatht Bros., for the
mnuntfacture of casi-iron pipes. (Or-
dered on motion by Mr. B. J. Stubbs.)

PRESS REPRESvNTATLVE, EX-
CLUDED FROM GALLERY.

An Apology.

ln. SPEAKER: I have received a
letter from Mr. Morrison containing an
apolog,_y, which I propose to read. It is
as follows:

Pei-tI,
0th September. 1915.

The Hon. the Speaker,
The Legislative Assembly oC

Western Australia.
Sir,

A resolution of the House on Sep-
tember 1 having adjudged me guilt iy
of contempt of the House in forward-
ing at note to the Minister for Lands
and Agriculture, I beg to withdraw an']
apiologoise to the House for the offence,
and. in deference to the resolution of
the House. f include the Minister for
Lands and Agriculture in the with-
drawal and apology.

(Sgd.) J. C. Morrison.
I think the apology is satisfactory,' and
therefore there should ho no fuirther bar
to thie prlescence of Mr. Morrison in the
gallery.

H~on. Frank W~\ilson: You will require
a motion, will you not?

Mr. SPEAKER: I think not. The
motion of the House was t~hat Mr. Mor-
rison should be excluded until such time
as lie forwarded an apology to the House
and the Minister.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Will your
promise hold good in regard to reading
the explanatory matter whichb r Mor-
rison sent in yesterday?7

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mforrison has
not forwarded me an explanation, but I
gave a promise to the House that T wouild
be prepared to make a suitable explana-
tion on 'Mr. M~orrison's bohalf. I do not
think it is due to ine to mnake any un-
necessary explanation, but I will cer-
tainly keep my word.

HRon. J. D, CONNOLLY: The peti-
tion. sent in yesterday did not contain
excuses; it contained an explanation of
(lhe circumstances giving rise to MrT.
Morrison's offence. Then I understood
you to say that if he apologised you
would allow that explanation to be made
public.

Mr. SPEAKER: I did so. I did hold
out to Mr. Morrison the inducement that
if he mnade a suitable apology to the
House, I would lie prepared to make
any suitable explanation to the House
on his behalf. T am still prepared to do
that.

IHon. Frank Wilson: When he ap-
proachies you?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. If I interpret
the feelings of tie House rightly I do
not think the House desi-es any elaborate
explanation. If MrT. Morrison desires- to
offer an excuse for his action, the excuse
should be brief, and T am sure it will be
accepted by the House.

Hon. J. D). CO'NNOLLY: Will you
not consider the explanation attached to
the petition? That is the only explana-
tion M[r. Morrison -wishes to give.

Mr PAE:Mr. Morrison has
not told mec yet what explanation he
desires.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY. I under-
stand hie handed you an apology with an
explanation attached to it. That was
your reason for not accepting the ajm-
log.y. That is the explanation which 'Mr.
Morrison wishes to make.
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.1r. Thomas: We have had this thing_
ad nauseam.

Mr. SPEAKER: The apology for-
warded by Mr. Morrison emphasised cer-
tain remarks made in this House. which
I did not think it was necessary to em-
phasise. I did not think that apology a
suitahle one. 1 cannot now deal with any
other explanation Mr. -Morrison may
offer, because I do not Ifuow what form
it will take. If Mr. Morrison desires to
make an explanation to the House andl
will send me along such explanation I
will consider it, and will do my best to
interpret the feelings of the House in
respect to it. I hope the hon. member
will not proceed in this matter further.
I make the suggestion to him because I
desire that Mr. MA-orrison shall ohey vlte
rules of the House, That is the only ob-
ject I am seeking.

QUTION - PERTH TRAMWA 78,

COST OF NEW LINE.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: 1,
What is the estimated cost. of construct-
mng the new line along Mlurray-street V 2,
What is the extra distance the public
would be called upon to walk from Hay-
street if the trains were rum along the
existing line in Wellington-street instead
of Murray-street and the difference in
cost!V

The PREMIER replied: 1, £13,048,
including overhead gear, and the connect-
ing lines to Hay-street via Hlavelock-
street and Pier-street, respectively. 2,
The distance between Murray-street and
WAell ngton-street is 156 yards. The in-
formation in regard to the difference in
cost is niot available. An extension of
lines through Hiavelock and Pier-streets
would be necessary, and this would in-
volve a survey, and preparation of esti-
mate.

QUESTION-BULK HANDLING OF
WHEAT.

Mr. JAMINES GARDINER (for Mr.
Griffiths) asked the Minister for Lands:
1, In the handling of the export of our

wheat this saois it contemplated that
a p-artial introduction of hulk handling
shall he introducedV 2, If not, would it
not be desirable, owing to the shortage of
.jutes, that some ships' bottoms adapted
to bul1k handling he endeavoured to be
arranged forq

The 'MIN1STER FOR LANDS re-
plied : 1, Much of the saving to be derived
from the introduction of bulk-handling
of wheat is due to the lessened cost of the
various operations in connection with the
hiandiling of the grain from the farm to
the ship's hold. To handle the wheat in
bags from the farm to the ship's side,
and then from the ship's side to the hold,
would result in a benefit equal only to the
partial value of the second-hand bag re-
tained for service again. The gain would
not, as might appear at first sight, be
equal ho the total value of the second-
hiand bag, for this would require to be re-
dUcod by the cost of opening and emphy-
ing the hag, and the additional cost of
handling thle loose grain with improvised
facilities for such work, when compared
with handling bags with modern and
effect iveo appliances, and therefore it is
not proposed to introduce the partial

introduc-tion. 2, I have been in constant
touch with the jutehmrhants, and from
representations made by them it is not
apparent that there is, or likely to be,
any short age of jute.

BILL-VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMEINDM ENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands
and read a first time.

BlLTJ'-M'%INES REGULATION ACT
AMEND-MENT.
Second ]?ending-

Order of the flay read for resumption
of the adjourned debate from the 7th
September, on the second reading of this
Bill.

Hon. IL B. LEFROY (M1oore) [4.451:
1 ask' the 'Minister for Mines to agree th
the adjournment of the debate. He led
me to understand last night that he
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would consider that question. I think
that a question such as this should not he
hurried through the House if it is to re-
ceive that ventilation which such an urn-
1un ant matter deserves.

The Premier: Are you ready to go on
with the Health Bill?

Hob, H. B. LEFROY: Yes.

TUhe MINIS~TER FOR MINES: I did
give'an iindektaldng to the deputy leader
of the Opposition that if possible this
Bill ivoid diot be~ brought forward until
Ttigsday. 1 km prepared to meet himl
as he dosires.

-Ron, H. B. Lefroy: Thank you.
On tttotion by Hot, Frank Wilson de-

bate atdjtcftned,

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Redding.

flehale tresunsed from the previous day.

M1ir. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
(5.47): The Bill which has been intro-
duced by the H1onorary Minister I wel-
come with all the enthusiasm that can be
imported into such a question. I recog-
nise that the boo, member in dealing with
this question dealt with it very well in-
deed, and I do not think that there is
Wa~lly any necessity for very much arga-
merit with regard to what will be felt by
the House. What I hope upon this ques-
tion, now it has been started, is that the
crititisin will not be out of reason, so
that we may stamrp the iMprimtuLr Of
every member upon this Bill, and upon
that of wluieh it is a forruner, the fact
that the Parliament of Western Australia
has risen to its duty in connection with
such. an important question. The Hono-
rary Minister when speaking said-I un-
derstood him to do so At all events--that
a larger Bill than this, a more compre-
hensive measure, had been put up by the
department but that for reasons prob-
ably pressure of business it was pro-
posed not to go further into it to-day.

Hon. Ri. H1. Underwood (Honorary
Minister)j% Not with this particular ques-
tiail.

Mr. GEORGE : The hon. gentleman
said, and we all agree with him, I think,
that it is as mu-ch (if not more so), a
womran's question as it is that of a manm.
I interjected during the debate that I was
sorry there were ladies present in the
gallery. The hon. gentleman, however,
dlid not agree with me. But I still have
mny views on that question, and think that
while men are discussing this matter, and
we must discuss it to its fullest extent,
we should feel that we can deal with it
more fairly and put up a better fight in
connection with it if ladies were not pre-
sent.

Mr. 13. J. Stubbs:, That is the very
thing which has caused all the trouble.

)1r. GEORGE: It is a difficult matter
to deal with a question of this sort fully
if one feels tlhat restraint which all hon.
mnembers must feel caused by their respect
for the other sex. At any rate that is
how I feel.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
M1inister): Do not you tink I feel
respect for women?

Mr. GEORGE: I am quite sure thie hn.
gentleman feels quite as much respect for
women as I. do. I wish he could have
seen eye-to-eye with me in regard to this
matter. It may be of course an old-
fashioned prejudice of mine. I well re-
member some IS years ago when the ques-
tion dealing with the prevalence of
prostitution in Perth came up before the
old Assemnbly. At that Lime there was
great need, though perhaps no greater
need than there is to-day, for mea-
sures to be taken to deal with this
growing evil, not only with the un-
fortuanate -women who are instru-
oiental in assisting in the downfall of
nien by their vicious practices in what
are lon Iced upon as their recognised
quarters, but in other parts as well. At
the time 1 am speaking Of one Could
h-adly go into a tobacconist's or soft
drinks shop without having evidence of
solicitation pot before one. At this time
there was iii Hay-street, the principal
business street of this place, quite close
to Ihe "'Bungalow," a shop in rhe wvindow
of which a woman dressed in a9 kimnona
wvas plnted to inveigle the passers-by.
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I rem ember very wvell going borne one
evening with the then Premier, Sir John
Forrest, his brother, Mr. Leake, Mr.
Barry Wood, and other members, and
when we arrived at this part we saw this
spectacle flaunted at us in the window.
The question came uJ) so strongly that
even people in their own private houses
were exposed to insult by those who
were frequenting these places. The police
could give no assistance to the people and
even the Attorney General could give
none either. 1 brought the matter before
the House and we could get no assistance
from the law. Our wives and children
and ourselves were liable to such insults
as we should not have had to put up
with. In my own street, James-street, it
was only when we formed a vigilance
committee that we were able to drive
these people out of the street and get
someone to deal with the matter. This is
really the biggest social problem we have
to-day. This evil is sapping away the
youthi of both sexes and is causing in-
calculable harm, menacing family life
and threatening the human race. It is
worse than race suicide which we know
is taking place in many countries in the
world and in some degree has taken
place here. I would like to read a few
extracts on the matter. I have one here
by Lord Macaulay. Hon. members will
have read that great writer in connection
with patriotic matters and this is his
view-

Is it possible that in the bosom of
civilisation itself may be engendered
the malady which shall destroy it? Is
it possible that institutions may he
established which, without the help of
earthquake, of famine, of pestilence,
or of foreign sword, may undo the
work of so many ages of wisdom and
glory 9

I contend that we cannot make people
moral by law. We may make laws and
we are doing so day by day so long as
this Assembly goes on, but we cannot
make people moral by law or make them
moral by religion. One of the objects
of religion, of course, is to inculcate
morality, but has religion succeeded in

this particular matter? What do we find
with regard to religious doctrines that
we hear about? I have a book here deal-
ing- with the white slave question which
is endorsed by the Bishop of London. In
his endorsement, which formed an intro-
duction to the book, the Bishop states-

I understand you only to mean tem-
porary segregation for purposes of
health. You know well that I could
not advocate State recognition and
regulation of vice.

I do not wish to be understood to be try-
ing to depreciate the efforts which have
been made by religious reformers in any
shape or form, but I do want hon. mem-
bers to understand this distinctly, namely,
a fact admitted by all clergymen and
ministers of religion, that while religion
may r-each their congregations, the con-
gregations which are reached are very
small indeed in proportion to the number
of people who have to he dealt with.

Th Wgea ,bl of the people, it must be
said to their shame, do not go to church.
Unfortunately, this evil is not confined to
one class or to any particular class. There
are countless people who are not reached
by the influences of religion or touched
by them at all. We have had results of
this disease shown to us, and they have
been shown very fully by the Honorary
Minister also, with regard to our lunatic
asylums and also to how this disease
may be transmitted. I desire to go fur-
ther, however, with this question as it is
dealt with in the Bill. If it were possible
to add it to the Bill now I would advocate
the absolute segregation of the females
who are connected with what is called
the oldest profession of women in the
world.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You are very much
out-of-date and a long way behind the
times.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. gentleman
will be able to express his views upon my
remarks later on. I advocate the segre-
gation of all females in connection with
this particular vice, and I am speaking
from a rather wide experience and ob-
servation in different parts of the world.
I know it will be argued, and has been
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argued, that if we take these people and
put them in any one place that we are
advertising thema and making it easy for
them to carry on their vicious practices.
I do not care whether we are doing that
or not, if in the segregation of these
Ipcople we can prevent the insults and
annoyances which come to respectable
members of society by the fact that next
door to them may be established one of
these houses of ill-fame and from all the
evils connected with it.

Mr. Heitmaun: It is not in these houses
that the greatest trouble arises.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) interjected.

Air. GEORGE: I should like to tell the
Honorary Minister that I am in earnest
in this matter, but that I doubt whether
he is sincere in what he is saying. It
may be argued .and it has been argued
that if we segregate these people, if we
make the carrying on of this vice easy
and safe, that we are absolutely encou-
raging vicious practices. I do not care
tLvopence for that. What I care about
is that when Moral influences have failed,'
and when religious influences have failed
to stop these practices, when we know
well that the intercourse between the
sexes has continued for thousands of
years, when we take the great old hook
the Bible, and we find in it records of
this traffic, and we know that the at-
tempts to stop it have failed, and when
we know that the evil is going on and
that it cannot be stopped, then by all
that is holy let us make the position so
that our population shall not be infected
and injury done which will go on from
generation to generation. I notice in
this measure it has been provided that
both sexes shall come under the scope
of medical supervision. I consider that
this is one of the finest steps taken. I
do not know where the disea se may have
been originally contracted, but I do know
that Man may contract it . and he cer-
tainly is a big factor in the spreading
of it. I notice also it is intended to deal
with quacks, those who sell all manner
of remedies which they profess will cure
everything. T could give instances of
quacks travelling about just as store-

keepers might do selling their medicines
freely hut doing very little good and
suicking the hard earned wages from the
pockets of those who purchase.

Hen. R. 1NH Underwood (Honorary
)Miiuister) -: And doing a lot of harma to
the people.

'Mr. GEORGE: I also notice it is pro-
posed to deal with chemists and their
remedies. I have not the slightest doubt
there are some remedies to deal with this
disease ;vhich can he dispensed by the
chemist, hut here it is provided, and I
think it is a proper provision too, that a
qualified medical practitioner shall be the
person to he applied to and that his pre-
scriptions shall be dispensed by the che-
Luist. In connection with the sale of thie
patent medicines, a lot of blame must
he attributable to the newspapers, not
only in Australia but in other parts of
the world, in which the advertisements of
these medicines appear. It is to the
shame of the proprietors of these news-
papers that they allow such advertise-
mnents to be published in their columns.

Mr. Heitmann: And the proprietors
are all respectable too.

Mr. GEORGE: They may be.
Mr. Heitmann: And they go to church

regularly.
Mr. GEORGE: I em not going to

question that, but the money obtained by
those newspaper proprietors as the re-
sult of the publication of tbe advertise-
ments of patent medicines is doubly
damned, and hell would not be bad
enough for those people.

31r. Heitmann: The question is that
hell does not affect them on this earth.

Mr. GEORGE: Another question that
I think should be dealt with is that which
relates -to abortion. I dio not care what
position the abortionist may occupy,
whether he be a qualified practitioner at-
tending to the poorer people. or a prac-
titioner assisting to hide the shame of
those who perhaps may be in higher
circles. I would like to see power given
to puit down that particular business very
firmly. Another matter too that I would
like to see dealt with is the question of
illegitimacy. T think the ban that has
been placed on the people in regard to
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illegitimacy has been far too strong, and
I. am satisfied that when the war is over
the councils of the world will have to
consider hlow far they are justified in
placing the ban as strongly as they
have done in regard to that question. It
has been said at times that there is fear
of bilackmiailing at the bands of the
police. I have no fear whatever with
regard to that, because I do not think
it would come about in the wvay in which
we bhn-c heard it stated. A writer whose
work T have here states-

I confess I do not like giving the
power of arrest to the ordinary police-
man, and would prefer that the power
rested in the hands of officers of the
rank of sergeant, but I am persuaded
that the risks of giving such power
to the general body of police wvould
hie outweighed by the results in the
actual checking of the pimp.

I do not think we need have any fear
that the rpofiie are lkely to act as black-
mailers. I ama absoilitely certain that if
a single case of that sort came about, the
authorities would soon stop it and if they
did not the people would. I say it with
a full knowledge of how far it may go
that I would sooner cater for-vice plainly
thlan I would close my eyes to the result
of that vice, the spreading of disease and
race extermination. We hare a law whichl
deals, with many diseases such as sear-
latina, typhoid and( other fevers, small-
pox and so forth, and now we have a law
to deal wilh this disease, and I am thank-
ful to the Honorary Minister and his col-
leagutes for having had the courage to
bring forward this measure in the way
they have done. It seems very strange
in connection with the race that when we
send our boys to the war we select the
finest men we can get, men -who are
healthy in every shape and form, and
yet we find that, while we are taking care
to g-et the best we can to be killed, until
now there has been no real attempt made
to see that we can keep clean and healthy
those who remain behind. Lord Kit4h
ener in delivering an address to his sol-
diers in India said-

And later on in life, when you may
rightly hope to marry and settle down,

it will make a difference to your ]hap-
piness, and that of your family, which
no words canl express, if you can do
so with a body clear of those loath-
some diseases, which, if once con-
tracted, may he p)assed on to your
children.

No man has n right to offer any woman
a debauched mnind and a diseased body,
and I would like to see it comec about-
and whether T am behind the times or
not I do not care-that no marriage
should ho contracted unless both parties
to it have bieen examined and proved to
he fit to carry onl the important functions
they, have to perform. I was told only
the other evening by one of our miem-
hers here, who is not with us at the pre-
sent moment, that lie attended a marriage
and that one of the parties to it was
three parts dead from consumption.

Mr. Heitmnain: I rio not think you are
assisting the health of 1hat pairty by
mnalina the matter public.

.Mr. GEORGE: I do not know whether
I sin or not hut, I have very strong views
on that point. I have children of my
own. nd the lion. member has or proW_
aibly will have children of his own, and
I ask hiii whether lie would allow his
children, boy' s or girls, to contract. mar-
riages 'With people who are not clean or
in a perfect stale of health 4 Would hie
he doing his duty to his sons or his
daughIters if hie allowed them to marry
anyone who was not sotind in body and
innd and so bring into the wUorld un-

healthy offspring? T think the time will
come when the Stale will not allow mar-
riages to he consnmmanted. unless the
lparties to them can p~roduce proof that
they will bring into Ihe world healthy
offspring.

Mr. Hecitman:- That is the ideal, 'but
there are a lot of steps to climb first.

Mr. GEORGE: T am quite aware of
that, it is eighteen years since I first
spoke on this subject in the old Legisla-
tive Assembly. hut we are now on the
first sten of that ladder, a ladder which
I hope will lead to the consummation of
marriages which will result in brino-ing
forth clean and healthy offspring. About
forty years ago a Contagious Diseases
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Act was brought into f orce, in Great
Britain, bitt some time afterwards it was
repealed, and the evidence which was; ob-
tained shottly afterwards, and it is all on
record, was that prior to putting into
force that Act, -when Her Majesty's ships
were put into commission, only about five
per cent. of the sailors who manned those
ships were healthy. After the Act had
been in force for some time the ships
went out with only five per cent, of the
men affected, and some three weeks after
the repeal of the Act the first vessels that
went out contained only five per tent. of
men who were not affected by disease.

Hlon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : They could not he cured in
tI~ee weeks.

Mr. GEORGE: Anyway, that is what
was stated.

Mr. Heitmana: You cannot find anl
authority worth reading who can prove
that.

Mr. GE ORGOE : If the hon. member
has lived in what are known as garrison
towns whete naval depots are established,
he will know that as far as it can be (lone,
one of the principal things that the oiffi-
cers in charge have to look after is the
regnlation of this matter which we are
dealing with now.

The Minister for Works: There is no
one in England now who will advocate
the reintroduction of the Contagious Dis-
eases Act.

Mr. GEORGE: It is not necessary for
me to speak at any great length on the
Bill which we have before us, nor is it
necessary for inc to speak -with as much
beat as I could do, but I want to empha-
sise the importance of the necessit 'y for
an examination of parties before a mar-
riage is contracted. There is no more
damnable crime than that of a man who
offers himself as a husband, the possessor
of a diseasedI body and a debauched mind,
and as a father whose gift of life to his
children is the heritage of a nnion which
should not be possible, and will he im-
possihle, when religious hypocrisy and
moral cowardice is routed and put to
flighit. T do not know whether it will be
given to me to live long enough to see
some of the ideas I have in connection

with this matter put through. But I
welcome the Bill as a forerunner that will,
strike not at one root of the evil only
but wvill try to uproot the tree and leave
to the generations to come a sound body,
and then it will be for education and re-
ligion and other influences to make the
mind as somnd as I hope to see the-body
made.

11r, WILL3IOTT (Nelson) [5.16]:
Personally I think it is high time that
legislation of some description was
directed against this disease. As stated
by the Honorary Minister, all classes from
the highbest to ihe lowest suffer from this
disease. The results ofl this disease are
absolutely appalling. Doctors inform us,
men about whose knowledge of the ques-
tion there can be ao doubt, that many of
the diseases and scourges of the human
body to-day may be practically traced to
this disease. Wc shall all be glad that
I-le quack is to be absolutely abolished,
also I think that the advertisements that
appear, I am sorry to say, in so many
newspapers should lie prohibited.

2Mr. I-eitmiann: Even iii ladies' jour-
nals iii some parts of the world they ap-
pear.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Not only in relation
to these diseases, but other things for
prevention, and for abortive Purposes.
In fact man 'y classes of journal would
cease to exist but for the money obtained
from this type of advertisement inserted
in their columns. Medical practitioners
should be the only people to deal with this
disease. The Wassermnn treatment is at
prescnt expensive and, as several tests
have to he ade fromi time to time be-
fore a clean bill of health can be giveni .
the cost -would be far beyond the man of
ordinary mreans and certainly far beyond
the means of the poorer classes. There-
fore, it must be made free to be effective.
This will cost the State something, hut
wve shall get it back a hundredfold in the
extra healib which I hope the people will
acquire. It is wveil known in the medical
profession that our population cannot
increase as it should because of these
diseases, and certainly the number of
cases of insanity would derease if these
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diseases could be even partially done
away with. The loss to the Suite in its
manhood and womanhood from this dis-
ease is terrible to contemplate, and any-
thing that can be done in the way of
legislation to minimise this evil should
meet with the ready approval of meam-
hers. Are we to allow this state of things
to continue if by legislation we can mini-
mise, not to say stamp out, this disease?
It seems that certain members of ]?arlia-
inent are confounding this Bill with the
old Contagious Diseases Act, but they are
entirely and absolutely different. The
arguments against one do not stand in
favour of the other or vice versa, This
Bill has great merits of its own, and if it
only carries out one thousandth part of
what it is hoped to do, -we shall hiave done
a great thing for the people of Western
Australia to-day and for generations to
come.

Mr. B. .1. STUJBBS (Subiaco) [5.20]:
I want to say at the outset that the Gov-
ernment have acted wisety in hringing
down a measure to endeavour to carry
out some of the lprovisionls contained in
this Bill, hut I believe tIhat they have
gone rather far. 1 believe that the Gov-
ernment. in this, measure are acting in op-
position to the vast consensus of opinion
throughout the world to-day on this qtres-
tion. The member for Mlurray-Welli ng-
lion, in dcaling with this measure, started
oil on tire question of prostituition, some-
tihing which is not dealt with in the Bill
ait all, but which certainly has somne bear-
ing on the question, -and lie torn us that.
from his personal knowledge, hie vould
give us some most extraordinary Midn.
le told us that tire systemr of segregalian
should be brought in in connection with
prostitution, that there should be a Slate
regulation of vice. The lhon, mnember is
out of touch with die imes when lie sug-
gests anything of that kind, and many of
the books of reference from which ' e
quoted be (lid not study very deeply. The
hon. member quoted several items from
a little book entitled Thre While Slave
Traffle . a very admirable little book, but
he did not come to the conclusion rencheri
by that book, because it has been demon-
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strated throughout the world that if yen
regulate the traic you do more harm.

Mr. Thomas: Why?

MIr. B. J. STUBBS: Because it yoo
regulate it you make it respectable.

1.r. Thomson: You cannot make it re-
speetable.

Mr. 11unsie: You are more behind the
times than the member for ,Murray-Well-
linglon.

Ur ' B. J. STUBB3JS: My friends muay
deal with me later as I am now endear-
oaring to deal with the member for Mlur-
ray-Wellington. I say it has been proven
in every country of the world where uc
has been tried thiat State regulations
stand condemned.

Mlr. Thomas: Who is your authority?

MUr. B. J. STUBBS: I wilt give it to
you later, but let ae deal with the ques-
lion in mny own way. 1 am dealing just
nowv with some of the points raised by
the membher for Murray-W vliington ani
let me quote from the little book which
he quoted from on the white slave traffic.
One of the suggestions pat up in that
book for getting rid of the trade is this--

The abolition of the State Regua-
Lion of -Vice--a blot on any Govern-

ment: andi an acknowledgment of open
slavery.
Mr. Thomas: Who is the author?
,r. George: WV. N. Willis.

M~r. 'rhomnas: one of the most con-
temnptible bounders in existence.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: On the book
which 1 have hiere there is no name,
but I guarantee it is written by some-
body whbo has had a very deep insight
znl the question. I am just showing
[nit an authority on this white slave
question, and one 'who, I believe, is a
good authority, because I have read the
book right through, einphasised and ex-
pressed the opinion that to get rid of the
white slave traffic one of the necessary
steps in that direction is to abolish the
State regulation of vice. Let me just
quote another authority. The name is on
the book, and I think anyone who has
studied the question and given thought
to it at all will recognise that the gentle-
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nian is an authority. This is Abraham
Flexner. He says-

If the p)receding pages can be as-
sumed to have exhibited the present
condition of prostitution in Europe.
the reader need not be long detained
for the purpose of sunimarising the
mnain inferences to be drawn train
them. It must he clear that prosti-
tution is far more widespread than
superficial appearances indicate, that
its roots strike deep socially and mndi-
vidually, that iolice regulation h as
proved unnecessary in so far as the
keeping of order is 'concerned and posi-
tively harmful in its bearing on'the
problem of veneral disease.

That is whbat this authority says in re-
gard to the regulation of vice. The other
statement which the member for Murray-
Wellington made was that this was going
to be the means of getting rid of what
this Bill more strictly deals with, venereal
disease, Let me quote another authority,
A. Corbctt-Smith.

AMr. fleitman: I do not know that lie
is an authority.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: If you do not
know then do not say anything about it.
This gentlemian says-

Professional prostitution, which is
quite erroneously presumed to form the
basis of the evil, is, as I have shown
elsewhere, but a comnparatively insig-
nificant factor of propagation. The
dissemination of the disease is due in a
large nmeasure to what may be termed
clandestine or amateur prostitution, to
young girls and women who accept
lovers either, it may be, for the sake
of additional pockzet-money or fromn
mere sensualiiy-sexual impulse if You
will.

So thlat you see these people prove con-
clusively that the very fact of the regii-
lation of this vice; which the member for
Murray-Weliington advocated, in no way
affects the proposal that this Bill has
boon put forward to deal with. Some of
the clauses of the Bill are admirable, as
for instance the provision dealing with
"4quacks," and making it an offence for
other than medical practitioners and re-

gistered chemists to dispense medicines
for the treatment of this disease. One
of the greatest evils of the pest has been
that these "quacks" were allowed to deal
wvith the treatment, and rob people in a
most shameful nmanner. Then there is the
question of advertisements in news-
papers. That provision is a very good
one as far as it goes, but it might go a
great deal further, for there is not much
to be gained by simply preventing ad-
vertisenienis from appearing in the news-
papers if wve are going to allow the arti-
cles to be placed in the shops for sale. I
suggest that the clause be so amended
as lo p~reveiit both the manuifacture and
the keeping for sale of any of the articles
enumerated in the clause.

Mr. George: The ad vertisements are
an enticement.

Mlr. B. J, STUBBS: That is true, but
it wvill do very little good to prohibit
advertisements if we do not also prohibit
the manufacture and sale of the goods.
Let me quote f rom Afr. Beale's work.
Mr. Beale was a Royal Commissioner ap-
pointed by, I think, the Commonwealth
Government. Some startling information
was obtained by the Commissioner, and
ibis is the introduction to his book-

Three years ago, a public officer
called upon me and said: "I wvish to
communicate facts which I conceive it
my duty to impart to you as a Royal
Commissioner charged with inquiry
into secret preparations. They come
before me in the course of my work.
I have visited a factory where a row
of boys are occupied making (certain
articles which are sold by chemists for
the prevention of conception). They
stand opposite blocks of ice in order
thlat the preparations may be more
quickly chilled , so as to be packed and
sent out as required for orders."

The Commissioner asked.
Who packs these things in the card-

board. boxes? Girls or boys?
And the answer was:-

Boys. But near to the line of lads
is, a row of girls occupied at different
work.

Again the Commissioner asked:-
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Who packs the abhortifaeient pills of
savin and ergot that the same firm sup-
plies? Also the boys?

And the answer was:-
No. the girls pack these. But what

I1 want to drawv your attention to is
this: Don't you consider that those
girls are peculiarly liable to seduction,
ripen they see in their daily occupation
the supposed preventives of conception
on the one hand, and the supposed
trcure" in the case of "misfortune;' on
the othcr9

The Commissioner p~oints out that, later
on, lie visited England and waited on two
medical mnen attached to a large institu-
tion in London. He discussed this mat-
ter with them, and both those medical
men expressed the opinion that this was a
legitimate business. It shows what an
extraordinary idea even men in an boa-
oured profession can hold when money

atescome into the question. They
thought that because someone had in-
vested nrwney in this business it was ne-
cessarily a perfectly legitimate business.
From the information contained in the
Commissioner's report it is seen to be es-
sential that we should not only prevent

advrtiemetsin regard to these matters
from appearing in the newspapers, but
we should go further and make it an
offence for these articles to be mann-
factured or held for sale. Now I come
to the pnincipal part of the measure,
namlely, the clause dealing -with compul-
sory notification and treatment. I have
here a little pamphlet which I will hand
to the member for AMurray-Wellington
('Mr. George) afterwards. It shows how
erroneous was his information in regard
to the operations of the Contagious Dis-
ceases Act in England. This pamphlet
contains a diagram compiled from statis-
tics during the whole time the Act was in
force, and it shows the enormous decrease
in the prevalence of venereal diseases
which took, place after the Contagious
Diseases Act was repealed.

Mr. George: I hopQ that I am wrong-.

Mr. B. J. STTJBBS: Even to-day, inl
every country where attempts have been
made to deal with this question of regis-
(ration or the introd-uction of eompul-

sion it has been found to have been a
failure. It is a bald statement to make,
hut it is backed up by evidence from each
of those countries where an attempt has
been made.

Mr. Heitmana: Do you mean registra-
tion of persons or of the disease9

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Either of them.
Mr. Heitmann: Where have they tried

regmstration of the disease?
The Minister for -Mines: Nowhere.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Here is a long
article of which I will quote only a part,
as follows:-

To avoid this danger, it is suggested
that notification should be impersonal
or anonymnous. No names, addresses,
or., in fact, anything that could betray
the identity of the patients would be
reported to the -authorities, The medical.
man would merely make a return of
the number of cases he has treated dur-
Lng the, weak, mouth, or quarter, per-
haps adding age and sex. Such a re-
turn mright bc of value for statistical
puirposes, although this has been seri-
ously challenged. Dr. Johnstone, for
instance, tells us, in his report to the
Local Government Board on Venereal
Diseases, that-

Notification without names and ad-
dresses, as in Denmark (where this
practice is in operation) does not
appear to have any great advautage,
even in the matter of providing sta-
tihtic&. Owing to the absence of
checking [lie returns, the same pa-
tient many be notified several times,
and indeed S vend tLombolt, after ex-
aination of the figures in Copen-
hiagen, came to the conclusion that
the number of eases existing there
was only about half the number no-
tified.

But notification is nothing in itself.
Nothing is accomplished merely by
miaking ret urns and compiling statis-
tics, especially if these latter are of
questionable accuracy. Notification is
a means to an end-tlie prevention of
preventible diseases, and everything
depends upou the promptitude with
which notified cases are "followed up."
'[he disease must be tracked to its lair-.
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Its cause must be discovered and re-
moved. Patients must be watched and,
if desirable, isolated, All this implies
the existence of a well equipped de-
partmuent with adequate -resources for
dealing with the cases notified.
Mr. Heil niann : That does not deal with

compulsory treatment.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: No, it is dealing
with something to take the place of the
reg-istration of names and addresses. Hle
points out that the only way in which it
might be useful would be for statistical
purposes. When we take up this ques-
tion it Seemis the most logical thing in the
world that if we make this a notifiahie
disease and provide for compulsory treat-
ment we can deal with it in a very simple
way.

Tile Minister for Mines: It is very it-
I naive.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: -It is indeed illu-
sive. There is not a country to-day which
has not found it to be absolutely imprac-
ticable aud useless for stamping out the
dis~ease, It has never made any appre-
ciable decrease under that treatment, All
the authorities to-day arc advocating what
tha member for Nelson (Mr. Wilimott)
urged, namely, free treatment and educa-
tion upon the question. Night clinlics
have been established in London, all the
authorities advocating that the treatment
shall be free and that the patients shiall
he able to go in secret at any hour for
treatmient.

Thle MI~inister for Mfines: Do you think
the eoct of treatmnent het-c prevents pco-
pIe from seeking advice?

111r. 83. 3. STUBBS : Yes, I do. And
further the "quacks" are responsible for
thle enormous spread of the disease. I
k;now tlhcre are even medical men, sup-
posed to stand fairly high in their pro-
fession, who undoubtedly string on some
unfortunates who have contracted the
diisease.

-,%r. Thoma~s: Have you any proof of
that or is it merely a bald assertion?

AMr. B. J. STUBBS: It is a bald asser-
tion, so far as any-, absolute proof is con-
cerned.

Mr. Thomas; Then why make it?

.)r. B. 3. STUBBS: I say it has hap-
pened.

Mi. I-fcitmann:, You have 110 proof.
You are like the alan who doubts whether
thle watchmaker understands his business,
and thinks he has been beaten.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: it is very difficult
to prove this sort of thing, hut I have
fairly good reASOns for making the asser-
tion, thoughi I cannot substantiate it with
proof .

Alfr. Thomas: We do not w'ant to in-
quire too closely into the reasons.

)lr. B. J. STUBBS; Mly statement that
anything- inl thle nature of compulsion in
connection. with this disease has been
resented by thle people throughout the
world is borne out by auithorities on the
subject.

Hon. R. If. Underwood (Honorary
)1 inister) : No.

hMr. B. J. STIUBBS: It bas proved a
failure. in every country in which it has
been tried.

Ron. R?. H.L Underwood (-Honorary
Ailinister) : No.

Mr. B. 1. STUBBS: There is not one
country of which reports or statistics
can be produced showing that. cornpjulsory
notification or treatment hats dlone any-
thing to lessen the spread of the disease.

Hon. 1Z. 1-1. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Yes there is, in the book from
which 'you have been quoting.

Mr. 11. J. STUBBS: On the otheri
hand. it is established that much more
benieficial work has been accomplished by
public discussion, lectures by eminent
doctors and others who understand the
disease. and particularly by making
adequalte provision for free treatment.
Tni this way the greatest good will be
achieved.

Thou. R.. H. Underwood (H1onorany
Minister): To what countries does that
apply?

Mr. B, J1. STUBBS: I admit that the
Honorary' Minister and the Government
have shown courage by tackling this
question. T believe that a ertain amount
of official medical opinion has been
brought to bear on the Honorary Minis-
ter, and T am also aware that men who
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bold office in the organisation which gives
them standing have endeavoured to show
some of the medical men in Government
positions that their ideas On this ques-
tion were wrong. However, they mnde
very little progress and the opinion held
by these medical officers to-day was
largely the opinion of medical men gener-
ally before any experience regarding this
suggested treatmnict of thle disease wats
actually acquired, As can be gathered
from congress reports, and from thle evi-
dence made Ivailable by the commission
appointe d in England in 1913, thle con-
census of medical opinion is absolutely
against any compulsory notification or
com~pulsory treatnent, If the Honorary
Minister doubts that, I have a paper from
which I will quote the opinions of some
medical men who have given evidence
before that commisston.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : I quoted thle opillioin of a
committee of Australian doctors, who
said notification will be necessary when
the time is ripe. I say. it is ripe now.

INMr. B. J1. STUBBS: Perhaps the Aus-
tralian doctors did say Othat but Aus-
tralian medical men have had very little
uxperience of this matter.

Hon. H. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Well, it is time they got somle.

Mr, B. J1. STUBBS : beat mc quote
fromi a paper report of the evidence of
thle commission in England which was
appointed in'1 1913 and is still sitting.

Hoil. B. U. Undcrwvood (Honorary
Minister) :What is thle paper 9

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That does not
iutItter. It states-

We ax's glad to note that there is no
desire on the part of these eminent men
to return -to the policy or provisions
of thle C.D. Acts.
Hion. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

MNTinister) - Neither is there under this
Bill.

'Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The extract con-
tinues-

And it is interesting to note thle irnan-
imnity with whiclh thley' recommend free
treatment and educat ion afs thle best
menuls of comaliling these diseases.

A-nother opinion is as follows.-
Yr. J. Ernest Lane, F.R.C.S., senior

surgeon of St. M-ary's Hospital and the
London Look Hospital, and himself a
member of the Royal Commission, laid
stress on the necessity for improved
and free hospital treatment and said
that every patient suffering from any
form of venereal disease ought to he
entitled to gratuitous treatment and
medicine and to bacteriological and
other tests.

Air. George: You agrree with that?

Mr. B. J. STUBB3S: Undoubtedly; the
best wvay to combat the disease is to make
hospital treatment free and not cow-
pulsory. Once the elemnent of compul-
sion is introdaced, the desired end will
be defeated,

Hon, - . If. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : And are suffering end the
breeding of disease to continue, as well
as, the maintenance of hospitals to cure
it Ii

Air B. J. STIUBBS: Another qutota-
tion states--

.Sir T]homas Barlow, Bart., R.C.F.O.,
presidet of the Royal College of Phy-
sicians, dealt first with the importance
of syphilis and its effects as a hind-
rance to thle birth rate and to healthy
development. He thought there was a
general improvement in the morality
of the population, and that the highest
standard obtained ought in lime to
produce less prevalence of these dis-
eases . . . . He was not in favour of
compulsory notification of venereal
diseases, and, it was his opinion that
there was much more to hope for front
general enlightenment and education.

These are the views of a few eminent
doctors% who gave evidence before the
English Commission.

Hon. B. H. Underwood (Honorary
2Vinister)-: You canl get as many to give
evidence the other way.

'Mr. B. J. STPUBBS: It shows that
compulsion, in their opinion, is not a,
success. They have had an opportunity
to studY the question.

R.o, . H. Underwood (Honorary
Mkinister) : So have others,
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Mr. B. J. STUTBBS: I have given the
Honorary Minister authorities to sup
port my views. I ala not quoting every
man in the world who has ever expressed
tin opinion on the subject, but merely
authorities to prove my view of the case.
If I hold a certain opinion I am entitled
to produce authority to prove it. An-
other newspaper report, states-

In Denmark, notification and treat-
ment aire imposed by law, and Dr.
1 ontoppidain. the Danish expert on the
subject, Says that compulsory treat-
treat is not enforced-a 'rigid enforce-
ment of the system will only frighten
Patients away from medical treatment,
and thereby counteract its own ends.
The Exlra-Parliameutatry Commission,
appointed by the Frencht Government,
rejected at prolposal for notification,
with compulsory' treatment, by 16 votes
to one because they were convinced it
would not work.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :They have regulation. You
cannot quote F rance in any sense except
as an example of the failure of regula-
tion.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1. am quoting
France, not to show the failure of regu-
lation, which I am pleased the Honorary
Minister admits, but to indicate the pur-
port of evidence actually taken by tlhe
eoummission. The Extra-Parliamentary
'olunISison appointed by the French
Government would un doubtedly be com-
posed of members having knowledge andi
able to obtain tie best evidence on the
subject, and they rejected the proposal
for notification by 16 voles to one.

Hon. H. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : But they have regulation.-

MNr. SPEAKER: Order! The Hon-
orarv Minister must not interject so
freely' . He has the right to reply.

Hon. R. HI. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : I want to put this proposi-
tion-

_Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Ron-
ornr 'v Minister cannot put any proposi-
Iion.

Hon. R1. H-. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Well, look here-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Take your
seat!

lHon. R. H-. Underwood (Honorary
ini ster) : Will not you allow me to

speak ?
AMr. Male: Chair!
Mr. SPEAT(ER: I amn very sorry
flon. 11. IH. Underwood (Honorary

.iiser 'I am sorry too.
Y~r. SPBlAKER: I am sorry the Hon-

orary Minister is resentful at being called
to order, but I will treat him genierously.
I do not want to preach to him, but I
do say that hie, as a Minister, ought to
set an example. He has the right to
reply to the debate, and I hope he wvill
not again require to be called to order.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : MaTy I be allowed one word?

Mrt. SPEAKER: Order!
lion. R1. H. Underwvood (Honorary

Minister) : Well. I want to say-
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I fail to see

wvhat the Honorary Minister can have to
say ia reply to mny decision that-he must
keep order. Therefore, I cannot allow
him to speak at all. The member for
Subiaco is addressing the House.

Mir. B. J. STUBBS: I have practically
completed my remarks. Again I. wish to
say there are many provisions in the Bill
which will undoubtedly mark a great ad-
vancement on the legislat ion in force to-
day. But there are some provisions, as I
hav e indicated, with which I am not in
accord, and which I will endeavour to
get amended in Committee. I hope the
Honorary 'Minister will take a wvise view,
and not run away with the idea that lie
possesses all the knowledge on the sub-
ject. 1. hope hie will permit others to ex-
press their views, and if such viewvs ap-
peal to members of. the House as being
reasonable, that hie will agree to some
amendments being made. I support the
second reading.

Hon. J1. 'MITCHELL (Northuam)
[5.561 : After having listened to the
speeches on this question, there was a
good deal in the remarks of the meniber
for 'Murray-Wellington which appealed to
me. He said the House must take the full
responsibility for this measure. That is
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trute. Th is Bill is not based onl any legis-
lation existing elsiewhere. it is something
new, put Lip by the Honorary Minister,
and I agree that it is a Bill which should
be sulbmitted to a select committee. If
ever there was justification for submit-
ting a Bill to a select committee, this is
the occasion. There is no doubt regard-
ing the importance of the measure. All
thel world over this disease is causing the
authorities great concern, and evidently
people the world over desire th~at legi-
lation should be enacted to deal with the
quesation. Such legislation, to be effec-
jive, must be framed by those who are
in a position to know. Excepting the
member for Hunbury, I venture to say
no member of the House can be expected
to know much about the subject.
The member for. Subiaco (Mi~r. B. ..
Stubbs) had to rely on the opinions of
authorities, and there are many other
authorities which he might have looked
lip and quoted also. However, this con-
sultation of the opinion of authorities
is a task which any member could not
very well be expected to undertake. I
hiope that the Minister before endeavour-
ing to get the Bill passed, will agree to
have it submitted to a select committee.
Some of the provisions we can well un-
derstand and appreciate, but some of
them are undoubtedly rather drastic.
There is the provision set up in the early
part of the Bill making it impossible for
anyone suffering from the disease to do
other than consult a medical practitioner,
no matter whether the disease is of a mild
character or of the more serious nature.
I am not aware whether it would be
necessary in all cases to consult a medi-
cal practitioner. If a select committee
were appointed that question could be
settled. Another important question is
that of the power given to the Commis-
sioner. Manly extensive powers are pro-
posed, and no right of appeal is provided
for. The member for Canning (INIr.
Robinson) will be able to say b~ow far-
reaching that clause is. If the Commis-
sioner has the right to issue a warrant
for the detention of any person suffer-
ing from the disease, that person should
have a right to appeal against the action

of thle Commissioner, It is obvious that
if such a person desired to appeal he
should have that right even if it meant
publicity in his case. It would be for him
to say first of all,whether or not hie would
submit to die publicity necessarily in-
volved. Under this Bill the Commissioner
has power to detain a pcrson for a certain
period. And if detention is still neces-
sary all that time Commissioner has to do
is to recommend to the Government that
the person should be detanined further.
.Is this detention to last for two years
without the right of the individual to
ap~peal? This H-ouse would hardly' pa'ss
that clause at any rate without giving
the matter very serious consideration.
Another clause says that the person de-
tained may obtain a certificate from a
medical practitioner and apply to a
judge or a court, butl hie has no righlt of
appeal. It does not seem to me to set
up) any right of appeal such as should
exist. jThere arc other clauses of Lthe .Dll

which also go too far. The Government
propose certain subsidies to hospitals
which are to be compelled to treat any
person suffering from this disease. Wea
k-nowv that in some cases we give very
small subsidies to thc hospitals and
that they have not very extensive accom-
modation. It will probaly he very in-
advisable to attempt to turn sufferers
from this disease into the hospitals. Yet
the Bill provides that the hospiltals must
in every case provide for the treatment
and examination of such people. Another
provision says that subsidised medical
officers must treat the disease free of
charge. In country districts there are

nny medical officers wvho draw a small
subsidyv from the Government of £100 to
£150 a year as an inducement to such
men to go to the district and in order
that they may attend certain people free.
In return for that subsidy they will un-
der this Bill have to treat these cases
free of charge.

The 'Minister for Mhines : In that case
it would probably mean an increased
subsidy.

I-on. J. MITCHELL: I do not know
that this is necessary. Why make it im-
possible for medical officers to treat their
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patients otherwise than without charge!
Ifa mail does seek a doctor hie should

be in a position to pary. I do not object
to the man who cannot pay being treated
but there ought to lie some provision for
free treatment, It ought not to he an of-
fence on the part of tile doctor to charge
a man wvho can well afford to pay, and it
would he very stupid to retain this fine
in the Bill. I suppose a doctor could be
relied upon to charge fairly, hut accord-
ing to the Bill if the patient is willing to
pay hie cannot do so without making the
doctor responsible. The penalties under
I his Bill are fairly severe, and this pro-
vision ought not to finid a p~lace here. I
do not intend to discuss all the provisions
of the Bill. The question is full of the
important matters which should be de-
cided as the result of evidence which can
be obtained from experienced medical
men and others who are in this State. If
the Bill is to be put into force we might
defeat the objects wve have in view. If we
deny to chemists the right to do anything
or to sell anyihing- which has no connec-
tion at all with the disease, that will be
a mistake. If we deny to the chemist this
right and give the doctors only this right
in every case, and there is to be publicity,
wve will set upi a baind of quacks who will
grow, fat upon this traffic. It seems to
mue that there is grave danger in this re-
spect. We know full well that no one
wvants publicity in cases of this kind, and
flint no man wvho is being treated islikely
to tell. A manl who has no respect for
the law will not obey this any more thtan
lie will obey other Acts, and there will
he a danger of doing more harm, than
good if we pass the Bill in its present
form. I hope that the Honorary Mlin-
ister before this Bill is passed-and sonic
Bill of this nature is neeessary-will ask
that a select committee should be apl-
pointed. I know hie has not ver 'y much
faith in selct committees, but on our
side we have faith in them and we want
a select committee to obtain evidence
such as should be before the House when
a measure of this nature is being con-
sidered. It is not the fault of boa, mem-
bers if they have no special knowledge
or that special knowledge wvhich isrneeded

1.) deal with a matter of this kind.
I have no desire to discount the authori-
lies quoted by the member for Suhiaco
(Air. B. J. Stubbs) but there are other
authorities which are probably even more
valuable.

Mr. B. J. Stubibs: Not more valuable.

Hon. S. MTCHELL: I may say the
same in regard to the authorities quoted
by ihe Honorary Minister. Tile House
needs to be enlightened on this subject,
although much credit is due to those bon.
gentlemen who have already dealt with
it. At the same time the information at
offr disposal is not sufficient for our re-
quirements. Before we do finally pass
this measure let us take the advice of the
member for Murray-Wellington (ir.
George) and realise our respousibilties,
the responsibilities cast upon every one
of as. There is no doubt that somethringl
ought to be done to stamp out this dis-
ease, but let us see that when wve do move
we move in the right direction. There is
plenty of evidence available in the city
of Perth to-day which would enable us
to improve the Bill, if the Honorary
Minister will only take advantage of it.

Mr. MTILLANY (1'tcnzies) [6.7]: 1
feel pleased that the Government have
had the courage to introduce a Bill of
this nature, and desire to congratulate
the Honorary Mlinister upon the manner
in which lie has handled this very delicate
.subject. , It struck me very forcibly that
s~one members of this Chamber were in-
clined to take some exception to the
presence of a number of ladies in the
gallery when this measure was being in-
troduced. Whilst there may be a difference
of opinion in this regard I would like to
say that in aly opinion the presence
of these ladies 'here on that occasion was
a hopeful sign. I think that no one will
profess to believe that those ladies took
any pleasure in being here. I think we
must all admit in these days that the
wvomen of Australia have equal power hi.
political matters with men. Day by day
arid year by year they are taking a more
prominent part in social matters, and I
think it is a distinct sign of advancement
that ladies such as were present on the
occasion of the second reading of this
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Bill, as moved by the Honorary Minister,
came here to listen to a discussion of this
sort.

Bon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mfinister) :Hear, hear !

21i. N,ULLA-NY: I believe there iS
n10 subject which rational adults cannot
discuss freely together without any
daiiger or harm coming to these indi-
viduals. I welcome the presence of these
iadies here. It is, I think, a sign that the
veil, wbhich prudery lins in the past drawvn
over the disease wvith which this Bill
deals, is being throwvn aside, and this, I
believe, wnill he an important step in the
treatment and eradication of this disease.
The member for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
George) in speaking upon this Hill eon-
lined his remarks more to the subject of
the control of prostitution. The objects
of this Bill have to do with the treatment
of venereal disease, and while the two
subjects may in a manner run together

or have some connectwon one with the
oither, tit the same time there is no men-
l ion in, this Bill of prostitution or its
control. I believe that the Bill in this
direction at any rate hies proceeded upon
right lines. The member for Subiaco
(Mr. B. J. Stubbs) also advocated the
view taken by the member for Murray-
Wellington. The former said it would
be dangerous to attempt to control this
vice or profession, whatever it may be
called, because of. the danger of legalis-
ing it and in a manner making it
respectable. But it is not a matter of
making it respectable or of legalising it.
We must, as men of the world, know of
the existence of this evil. We have been
sent here to deal with social and other
legislation and to face the p)osition as it
exists, and not to bother our heads with
the question of wVhether we are going to
make this vice respectable or otherwise.
Even if this Bill is not cardied-and I
hope it will he-the mere fact of there
having been a discussion such is this is
groing to have a good effect in the near
future. The member for Subiaco agreed
with the provision in the Bill which pro-
vides for free treatment, but lie objected
to compulsory treatment. In this State

wve have a free educational system, which
is also compulsory. I believe that this
Bill should provide for compulsory treat-
ment. The Government are prepared to
provide free treatment for sufferers. Is
there any reason therefore why men or
women who are known to be suffering
fromt the disease, and who refuse to ac-
cept this free treatment or to procure
treatment for themselves, should be
allowed to go free and be a continual
source of infection. It seems absuard that
this should be allowed to go on. After
all, it is only when a person is known to
be suffering from this disease that the
compulsory clauses can be applied I
think wvithout that compulsory clause this
Bill would be entirelx useless. I should
like to refer to the attitude of friendly
societies in regard to this matter. Every
member of this Chamber should know
that there is not one friendly society
operating in Western Australia, or I be-
lieve in Australia, which has nor a clause
in its rules tinder which it refuses to
treat venereal diseases or allow persons
affected to come under their benefits.
Surely a body of men banded together
for the mutual welfare of the members;
of the societies has missed a most im-
portant point when it lias allowed itself
to he swayed by this old prejudice
against persons who have contracted this
disease, and be led away with the
idea that it is criminal and not respect-
able to be afflicted with it. Why should
a man be treated any differently to any
person suffering from anv other diseaset
And yet this is how the friendly societies
treat their members to-day! Let us think
what the effect of this may be. We have
perhaps a young man who is on the
threshold of life and unfortunately has
contracted this disease. He is a member
of a friendly society. If that young men
became ill for any other reason there
would be no question about his going
along to his lodge and receiving the
necessary relief.

Silting suspended fromn 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
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M1r. MULLANY: Before tea I -was re-
ferring to the attitude adopted in my
time by the various friendly societies in
dealing with this disease, and I was en-
deavouring to illustrate the position of
a young man, being a member of one of
these friendly societies, who had been un-
fortunate enough to contract the disease.
If the saine individual were ill from any
other cause, there would be but one course
for him to pursue, There would be no
question of anything bitt his going to his
lodge doctor, But, being debarred by the
attitude of the friendly societies in regard
to this disease, which is excluded from the
list of those coming under the society
benefits, he is prevented fromn consulting
the lodge doctor. Therefore, he has to
procure the money necessary to consult
another medical practitioner. If hie does
so, however, he is probably asked by his
parents, or by those with whom he is in
daily contact, wvby he did not, or could
not, consult his usual medical adviser.
Therefore, I believe-and 1 think these
observations tend to show it-that the
result is directly to force the young man
into the bands of the quacks, those un-
scrupulous individuals who are ikow. end
have been for years past, prepared, in
this and every other city in Australia
and perhaps in the world, to make a liv-
ing out of the suffering of such individu-
als. As was shown by the Honorary Mfin-
ister in introducing the Bill, in these facts
is to be found one of the great causes of
the spread of the disease. I believe that
the reason put forward for the attitude
I have indicated is that the contraction
of the disease is entirely dne to the in-
dividual's own action; thant the individual
is to a certain extent a criminal. While
this may be so--although I am not pre-
pared to admit it-still, that is entirely
foreign to the question which this Bill
aims at dealing with, namely the preven-
tion Of the spread of the disease. Whilst
there may be some justification for blam-
ing the individual, blame is not goilng to
prevent the spread of the complaint.
Whilst the young man, or the-youing wo-
man as the case may he, has not been
treated, he or she is a constant source of
infection to others. I would recommend

my suggestion to the consideration of
the various friendly societies. I may say
I moade the same recommendation some
t hree yea rs ago in this House, hut I know
that action has not been taken. It, is
claimed, 1 believe, that the adoption of
the course I recomnuend would consider-
ably increase the cost of the admnistra-
tion of I he societies. Perhaps that is so;
but, as the Honorary 'Minister has
p~ointed out, it is admitted that fully 20
per cent. of the cases treated in the Perth
Public H-ospital to-day are a direct result
of venereal diseases contracted in years
gUone by. IC that is so-and I believe
there are no grounds for combating the
slatemont-would not the same thing ap-
ply to the sickness cases of friendly so-
cieties? Would not lay suggestion result
beneficially in this way, that if the spread
of the disease were prevented amiongst
members of friendly societies, then as the
years go by the liability to sickness of
those members would tend to decrease
largely? I trust that the societies will
take some action of this sort. I be-
lieve that by their Organisation they
could at this date assist the Gov-
ernment very mnaterially, by working in
with the Health Department towards
the object in view. Probably the cost to
the societies would increase for a start.
The same tendency will apply to the cost
of administration of 11e Health Denart-
meat of this State, because the Govern-
ment, under this Bill,' provide free treat-
ment. IReverting to the altitude or the
general public towar-ds venereal disease.
we know that: the popular inclination i-;
to treat as a criminal everyone who has
contracted it. An illustration of this
tendency, is to be observed in the military
camp at Blackhoy Hill to-day. While
hospital tents are provided for ihec tr-eat-
mecat of sickness and accident cases
amongst the soldiers, there is another
hospital tent which is suirrounded by
barbi-wire entanglements. The ocei pnts
uf that tent are undoubtedly treated as
though they have cornmitted a erimne.
They may have done so, but should not a
little more sympathy be extended to a
young man in that hospital tent to-day
who perhaps; has never previously been
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away from his own home in the country,
who has come into Perth and, through
thie temptation which undoubtedly exists,
has been unfortunate enough to contract
the disease? Is it right or just to treat
such a man as a crimninal? Is there any
hiuman sympathy in such treatment? In
lay opinion, to mention these things is to
draw public attention to them, as it should
1b8 drawn. There may be common sense
in segregating such eases and in ensuring
that they shiall not leave the precincts of
lim, hospital; but to me it is revolting to

see the barbl-wire entanglements; around
ihal hospital tent. I have no desire to
.,peak at greater length on this Bill at
the present stage. T may have something
lo say iii Committee. MNeantime I desire
ag'ain to compliment the Honorary Min-
ister upon having brought the Bill before
the I-ouse, and I trust that the measure
will bc placed upon the statute-book.

Mtr. THOMAS (Buabury) [7.381
LLke thlie1last sneaker I deqire to compli-
mnent the Honorary Minister upon the
moral courage he has displayed in intro-
ducing& a mneasure of this nature, and
upon having placed its provisions so fear-
lessly before this House and, incident-
ally, before the people of the country.
While there are, perhaps, some of the
man 'y details of the Bill which I question,
awl while there are some with which 1
entirely disagree, I still desire to pay my
Irihute to the Honorary Minister for the
fearless and obvionsly honest manner inl
which lie has dealt -with the question.
There are many who would be afraid,
pjossibl, to give the subject that com-
plete Ireatinent which the bon. gentleman
has given it. For mly part I feel some
diffidence in approaching the question,
because I realise the vastness, the gigan-
tic liropurtions, of the task that we are
undertaking. That the matter is one of
the most vital importance to the com-
mnunity. there can be no doubt. That the
objects sought to be accomplished are
good is beyond even the shadow of a
dIoubt. But whether what we are propos-
inga to do, and -whether the Bill we are
seeking to enact, is the best that can be
achieved, is somewhat open to question.

(ai of the opinion that the greatest

possible deliberation should be indulged
in before we come to any final decision
upon some of the clauses of this Bill.
The member for Mfurray-Wellingtonz
(Mr. George), I noticed seemed to be
(juite sure that the provisions of the Bill
would meet all requirements and would
be thoroughly effective in eradicating the
disease. The hon. member wandered
away into the realms of romance, touched
slightly onl love affairs, spoke of con-
sumption, and, I think, of early mari-
ages, and then hinted at something con-
nected with the subject of legitimacy. I
(10 not know whether the hon. member
p)aused at that point for fear lest he
would say something that would shock
the rest of the community. But I think
the supreme enlightenment came when
the member for Suhiaco (Mr. B. J.
Stubbs) proceeded to educate the mem-
bers of this Chamber from the vast stores
of his erudition. It has often been said
of the memhsbr for Northami (flow- J.
Mitchell) that in discussing the affairs
of Western Australia be invariably deals
in millions. But the modest representa-
tive of Suhiaco did not confine himself
to Western Australia, unor for that mat-
ter to Australia. He took the whole
world within his capacious grasp, and
quoted authorities that no one living can
dispute because no one else has ever
heard of them before and no one else is
ever likely to bear of them. I shall al-
ways recollect the hon. member's quo-
tation of a gentleman named W. N. Wil-
lis,. who is known to fame throughout
Australia as the author of the land scan-
dals of New South Wales. The member
For Subiaco at first did not know the
name of the authority he was quoting,
but afterwards said that he knew Mir.
Willis to be a world-wide authority. Thie
hon. member thereupon proceeded to
quote some other equally World-wide and
equially indispu table authority named
Smith. Hle was quite safe in doing that.
I shall never forget the glance of lofty
and withering scorn that he east on the
memaber for Geraldton (Mr. Heitmana)
when lie dared to ask "who was Smith.
anyhiow?" If one could not admire the
ronclusions at which (he member for
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$ulpacq arrived, one could at least ad-
spijA the mapuer in which be laid down
his Rppositionp, to this House, with a
vQ1cQ which implied, "I have made the
ptpitempent; I liave behind me the world's
auithoritiqs; let no one dare to question
!py observations." Now, I do not pro-
pose to qpote any authorities. I am not
famniliar with many of them. My ex-
pepi. enee Pas been more limited than that
of others who have spoken lengthily on
this subject. But I do think that there
are orje or two points to which we might
#pply our intelligence such as it is; and
it seems to me that, while endeavouring
to. eradjcate this trouble, the magnitude
of which. we all admit, the Honorary Min-
ister,. in djapfting his Bill, has provided
o many restrictions, has created such a

network of techinic'alities to inmnesh the
unfortunate individual who may become
a victim to this complaint, that I Iam
afraid it is just remotely possible tHat
the Bill will defeat its own ends by rea-
son of the careful and intricate nature
of the legislation provided. I can quite
conceive that the unfortunate individual
wrho! has contracted this unmentionable
complaint -will be extremely shy about
con~ulting a medical man if he kno-ws
that from the day he steps inside the sur-
gery his record is left behind him; that
his name and address will be taken; that
throughout the term during -which be ay
be suffering, or supposed to be suffering,
he will he a sort of ticket-of-leave man
ait large in Western Australia. He knows
that if the authorities have reasonable
grounds for thinking be has not got rid
of all the germs and microbes connected
with his eompl4int he may at any time
be apprehended, and though not exactly
put in prison, be congigned to a hospital
where he may be kept, this Bill says, for
two w~eeks. And if he be niot rid of the
complaint in that time he may, on the
authority of the Governor, be kept there
for so. long a time as is necessary. One
phiase of this particular complaint has
beep stated by Sir Thomas itzgerald
to take at least . minimum of two years
to. cure, possibly a great deal longer. If
that be the case, I think it might become
a s omewhat difictlt problem to under-

take the incarceration of an individual
for two years and possibly longer before
you can be sure that the disease has been
eradicated. While the disease is present
in the body, there are circumstances in
which. it is not only possible, but ex-
tremely probable f or this disease to be
eointunicated to others. While travel-
ling in a railway carriage, from basins
used for washing one's hands and towels
upon which other individuals have wiped
their faces, it is possible to carry infec-
tion to a whole host of innocent indi-
viduals travelling on that train.

Member: It has happened.
Mr. THOMAS: It has happened, and

will happen again. So that the ramiflea-
tions of this complaint, the limits to
which the danger extends, are almost be-
Yoil 1 conception. It seems to me, there-
fore, that, we are embarking on a long
journey, undertaking a tremendous
task. Before we seek to settle
here in the course of a few hours, or a
few days, a measure fraught with such
consequences to the people of to-day anld
the countless generations to follow, we
should pause. We should pause before We
register our decision based as it is upon
insufficient evidence and upon fragment-
ary knowledge. We should pause before
seeking to create a law and registering
our Opinions in an enactment which is
going- to have such a great effect for good
or evil on the people of Western A~is-
tralia. We should have a select comimit-
tee or, in view of tie magnitude of the
question, a royal commission, before
which the members of the pharmaceutical
profession, the medical profession, and
private individuals who have knowledge
and experience and have studied the
question, might be examined so that Nve
might gather together the deepest and
most profound information and, the
widest and most matured experience that
can he brought to light on ibis all im-
portant matter. I think if we are 'wise
something of that kind will be done. We
should not register our opinion without
sufficient evidence as to what the probable
result may be. Some of my friends wkho
have been interested in this miatter hiave
gone to considerable trouble, Letters
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and telegrams have been sent to Queens-
land, where they have a measure which.
in some respects, resembles the legislation
now proposed to he3 intrbdtied in West-
ern Australia. In one letter brought uin-
der my nohiee it is slated that the spread
of the disease is greater in Queensland
to-day th-an before the reastrictive legi~la-
tion was introduced. I have not had time
to peruise the Queenseland Act, but I think
the provisions of this 13111 are somecwhat
similar. It is pointed out that in Queens.
land the effect of restrictioni, comtpelling
individuals to go to a medical tuan in
certain conditions, instead ulo keepiig
them away trom the source, is driving
thenm into the arms of the quack-an in-
dividual who has tio bowels of compas-
sion, and no thought but for the profit
lie can make, Instead of restrictive legis-
lation keepiog in away from such as
these, its effect absol utely is to drive them
to this worst form of treatment.

.sc.C D~o you think~ .
would continue under this Bill?

Mr. THOMAS: I am afraid so. .1
would not like to make a positive ase-
tion on the point. I tried to think thre
question out from all points, and arrive
at a sound conclusion. When an individual
contracts the disease, lie naturaily is very'
much gtshamed of himself and is loath to
let it be known to anybody if it can pos-
sibly be helped. Once the restrictive pro-
visions of this Bill become known,' and an
individual understand(s that once having
gone to a doctor-if he afterwards be-
comes dissatisfied with and discontinues
the treatment-lie is liable to be appre-
hended-

IMri. George: Not if hie carries out the
law, only it he breaks it.

Mr. THOMAS: He may go once to. a
doctor, and] not be satisfied. One never
knows the reasons which may actuate some
people, they are most illogical. It will
he known, no mnatter -,,here he may go in
Western Australia, day in or day out,
rear in or year out, he will never know
when the law may lay hands on hiin, and
lie he apprehended and put iu hospital,
wvith the consequent casting on him of
shame end ignominy. I have some fear
whether the Bill will accomplish its oh-

ject entirely. I fear that an individual,
once having contracted the disease, Wvil
desire one thing before all others, that is,
secrecy. His friends will tell biba of scale-
one who can cure Film, sonieone who has
cured Jack Jones or Bill Smith aftoer two
days' treatment. It does not matter
whether it is thle disease of which I have
spoken, which takes two years to cure.
If a chemnist is ndt to be peritted, n-
der certain restrictions, to assist sudh a
inita, what will hie do He will go to
somec quack, who knows that secrecy Is
bound to be maintained, because the inidi-
vidual would be brought to the bar of
justice if it were known. His finnie is
not entered on a registdjr, he will nt
come under the purview of the law, and
may therefore go his way without fear of
bdinit apprehended. There are a nutnber
of quLacks who have acquired it super-
ficial knowledge, suifficient to provide'a
setmblance of treatmenlt for Ibis disease,

and, te vie- n. "I e omplaint Wi~izl
trust themselves to such ididividnals in
order to avoid publicity. They Will go to
the quack unquestionably, as I know has
been (lone in other places. It is driving
.such unfortunates into the arms of the1
quoack. 'If that is going to be the result,
I think we should give some little thought
before we pas an Act, that, however
noble our aspirat ions muay be, however
admirable the object we think to be served
may he, we should wait and get the best
expert advice Australia can aff~ord.

Member: We have waited for years.

Mr. THOMAS: That is true; but I
think it 'is better to wait even a little
longer, if by so doing we can come to a
proper decision. To my opinion this is
the mnost important piece of legislation in-
troduced in 'Western Australia for many
years past-

Mrh. George: Then we should pass it
now.

Mr. THOM AS: I have no objection,
if I could be satisfied we are not doing
wrong. The subject is too deep, too all-
important, has too great and vital a bear-
ing on the welfare of the people, for im-
mature judgment. Who are we that We
should offer the final judgment on a
question of this kind, to the study of
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which many eminent mena have given
their life's work-men who have not read
books written by Smith or Wf. N. Willis,
hut who deal with the subject every day
ink the course of their profession, and
who consequently have some practical
knowledge and some idea as to liow this
question should be treated.

Mr. B. 3. STUBBS: On a point of
order, The hon. member has stated that
I quoted as an authority a book written
by W. N. Willis- I mentioned no namec,
and I ask that the lion. member with-
draw.

Mr. THO-MAS: I willingly withdraw
those remarks; but I was tinder thle im-
pression that the member for Subiaco
had quoted Mr. Willis as an authority.
I am bound to accept his assurance; eon-
sequently I withdraw. T do not wish to
pursue that any further, except to say
that if W. N. Willis had written any
hook I would not take his opinion as at,
authority on anything. If an individual
who has spent an apprenticeship of a life-
time in the political and moral sewers
in New South Wales he a competent per-
son to raise the people of Western Auis-
tralia to a higher moral plane, then
W. NT. Willis would he the right man. I
do not wish to enter into a controversy
on the point, nor, beyond the few wvords
of jocularity I hare uttered, do I wish
to hurt anybody's feelings. The great
defect of this measure to my mind lies
in the fact that no provision is made
for the prevention of the disease. It may'
be all very well to provide additional
means of ticatment-thiat may to some
extent be effective, but in my -opinion
you are never likely to arrive at any
great and lasting result if you deal only
with the question of treatment after the
damage has been done. I am of the opin-
ion that the hoil. member should have
gone still further and that a means
should have been taken under the en-
forcement of the protection of the law to
submit women of a certain unfortunate
persuasion to an examination continu-
o usly, not once a fortnight as has been
done and has been proved a failure in
other places, where, I understand, a cer-
tificate of cleanliness was issued under

those circumstances. We know well that
while an examnination may take place and
a certificate of cleanliness may be issued
to-day, and that there may then he no
evidence of disease, the latent geria may
be there, and 24 hours after the certifi.
cate has been given the trouble miay have
miade its appearance and infection may he
spread over a considerable area. If. we
axe solicitious of making this measure ais
effective as it might he, why shiduld we
consider the nioderate expense flint would
be entailed in making, if need he, a daily
examination, so that the protection may~
be complete? We have been told that we
should not indulge in mock modesty, that
we should face the question as it is. If
we are not over modest on the matte-.
why should we refuse to give the prote.
(ion of the law against the propagation
of this disease! One lion, member went
so far as to say that if we passed an en-
aetnient providing for protection of this
k-ind, we legalised the traffic, and we
were going to make it respectable. Can
we conceive under any circumistances,
legal or otherwise, that such a profes-
sion could be made respectable?

Hon. B.. H. Underwood (f'lonorarv
krinister) -I hope it never will be.

Mr. THOMAS: The Honorary Mitn-
ister is to be commended for holding that
view, bitt why should be he afraid, if
there is a running sore in the communit *y
to adopt the means by which it can bie
cured? Why should we he afraid to facep
the real difficulty which exists and ho
take preventive measures to prevent its
eradication? I would not care so much
if only the sufferers in connection with
t.his matter were the indiscreet inidividualsi
who contract the complaint. Vflirorta-
natelr* , however, it extends to others w-ho
are the innocent victims of vice. It is
not confined to thle one generation, hut it
extends to others, and a pure and goed
woman may see the fairest aspiration of
her life ruined by the folly of another,
and the child she hoped to see grow into
a man, die of disease without knowing
theo cause of it. If those who broughlt it
about were alone the sufferers, 1 w ould
say nothing; I wvouhd say that in this
world one should be prepared to pay the
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price of one's follies, but Unfor~Unately
it sinks deeper and those who hav-e not
taken any part in the wild orgies have
10 pay thle penalty. Therefore, there is
no Bill that can come before this or any
other Parliament that is mocre important
to the welfare or tine health of the
people. I know that this diseas' is ih,
forerunner of many others. 7Alaiv uiedi-
cat men of standing have said int in-
dividuals have been rendered predisposed
to the disease of consumption by reason
oF the iniroads made on the systemt by ini-
hecrited or acquired syphilis. X. hUndred
and one complaints which people suiffer
from tn-day are directly or indirectly
traceable to this particular disease. T
am satisfied that it is undermining the
eonstitution of countless thousanads ni
people; it is the greatest enemy we lhare
to fighit, and in its loathsomeness it, is
seemu]ol ota terrible disease,
laprosy.v Such being the ease, admitted
andl acknowledged by all, it is a big,
enough-I question to ask this Parlia-
ment 1to pause and wvait wlbile we
gel thle best information and mnost
matured experience to direct US in our
footsteps towalrds, not tampering writhi thle
disease, not seeking, to curb some outlet
it huas Found, butl, if possible, to strike at
lMe '-y root of it, and wipe it out from

our midst for all time. The Honorary
Minister, wlieu speaking onl thle Bill, said
that it was probable that shiploads of the
disease would be imported into Australia.
I do not agree with the hon. gentleman;:
it was rather a Strotig phrase to use, and
f htope that the trouble is not as great as
is sometimes anticipated, but we have the
power, tinder our Federal Constitution,
of preventing the importation of undesir-
able people into Australia.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mlitlister) : Our own men-?

?Alr. THOMAS: In my opinion when
a mnan who has left Australia returns in-
fected with a disease of this description
Some steps shold he taken to render it
impossible for him to carry the infection
to others. T know we are in a peculiar
posit ion in regard to the individuals I
speak of. It would be an unkind thine
if (hey could not caine back to the coun-

try they had offered their lives to pro-
tect. That would he hard, but that will
not last for ever, afid the stridtest pos-
sible examination, more strict even than
the examination for consumption or can-
er, or oilier well-known diseases, should
be made before admitting infectious peo-
ple to this fair Commonwealth of ours.
If a alan has the germu of that loathsome
disease in his body, hie bas no right to be
admitted to the shores of Australia, and
if we want to eradicate it completely,
that is thle only way to do it. What is
thle good of making our homes clean,
what is thle good of protectiag our sur-
roundings if others from outside are to
coine in and "'reek what we have done?
Arc we going to look forward to this
thing continually cropping up in our
midst, or shall we make a gigantic effort
to grapple with it? It has been said that
education will be an important factor
towards the eradication of the disease. I
have been told that amiong thle medical
students of the universities the disease is
more prevalent thtan in any other section
of tile community.

A'r. B3. J. Stnbbs: They are ais ignor-
ant of it as you are.

,Mr. THOMAS. They might be as
ignorant Upon thle question as I am, but
I ant certain they would never have the
profound knowledge of the subject that
my friend claimis he has.

Mre. B. , Stubbs: I do not claim to
have any knowledge on it.

Mr. THOMAS: The University medi-
cal students are highly educated people
compared to the ordinary citizens; every-
one will admit that. It is alleged-:ZI am
not claiming it to be true-that in Euirope
the men u-ho have thle fullest knowledge
of the question are those who are most
infected with the disease. If such is the
case, what is education going to do? Do
we imagine for one moment that all the
education in the world is going to alter
the course of erents, do we imagine that
all thle moral preaching that comes from
the pulpits is going to calm and quiet the
ang-ry passions of the individualq

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : it might teach the individual
how to be Cured.
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Mr. THONMAS: But we are not going
to teaeh him very much more than he
knows to-day. T venture to say that edu-
cation is not a panacea for the trouble;
it may help, and moral preaching may
do more to make men think a litle higher
and live a cleaner life. That, however,
will not be sufficient, -and other measures
must be taken to eradicate the disease.
I do believe there is one provision in the
Bill which will he of benefit, and that is
the question of free treatment. Those
who have gone astray and have submitted
themselves to the people who have been
least competent to treat the complaint,
have done it under the false impression
that they have been going to save money.
They have shied at paying half a guinea
to a qualified practitioner and have gone
to quacks, and once they have been lured
by the quack they have parted, not with
half-guineas, but with pounds& If it is
provided that free medical treatment can
be given, and if medical officers have to
give the free treatment, in time they
should become experts in that particular
direction, and we may expect from them
the very highest form of medical science
dealing with this complaint. We may,
therefore, achieve a very good end, but
even then we are only dealing with the
fringe of the question, and with all its
black horr~or it is still standing before us
waiting to be blotted ouit. I want to
quote a few words from 'an article which
was written by Dr. Arthur, and which
appeared in a Sydney paper in connection
with the treatment of syphilis with the
aid of the famous preparation Salvarsaii,
or better known as "606.1 A little time
ago, Dr. Arthur pointed out tha this
preparation was obtainable in Australia
for 7s. 6d- a tube, hut a band of philan-
thropic individuals cornered the supply
with the result that the price of it is
£62 i15s. to £3 a tube, and one or more
tubes would be necessary for the treat-
ment of the complaint. Just exactly
what the law ought to do to an individual
who seeks to make a corner in a pre-
paration of that description and seeks
to enrich himself by the suffering of
other people, by depriving unfortu nate
wretches of the means of being cured-

what should be done to an individual of
that description, I do not exactly linow,
except that we ought to apply to him the
treatment suggested on a previous occa-
sion by the mnember for Mlurray-Welling-
ton. Seeing that tihe price of this drug
has; gone up so much, and may remain so
for a considerable time to come, it is only
by free treatment by tile State that we
can possibly hope to get the drug thiat is
necessary for these people,. because there
are muany who contract the complaint but
who are unable to pay for the treatment,
profit by the free treatment. And you
are going- to put the State to a lot of ex-
pense to provide free treatment for a
class of individuals, a large percentage of
whom are personally deserving of very
little consideration at the hands of the
State. I have put my ease before the
Rouse as well as I can. My last plea is
a. reiteration of the request that the
House wvit[ consider the advisability of
appointing a select committee or, if need
he, a Royal Commission that will have
time and opportunity to go exhaustively
into the question to the end that they
may lay before the House the opinions,
the mature judgment and the ripe thought
of those who are most capable by their
experience in the profession they follow
uf a~dvising the House how to proceed.

The Premier: 'We have made investi-
gations.

Mr. THOMAS: If the Minister can
assure Tne that he has called up before
himi most of the m~dical in in Western
Australia, that he lid's submitted to them
a complete list of questions, that he has
called up all the pharmacists registered
in the state, who have had a vast experi-
ence of the practical side of this sub-
'ject-

The Premier; And all the "quacks."

Mr. THOMAS: All the "cquacks"~ if
he likes, for it is possible that some
good might come even from a "quacek."
If the lion, member meant to infer that
a pharmaceutical chemist is on a par with
those others he has mentioned I do not
appreciante his inference. I and all other
members of the profession to which I
belong will welcome any steps tht may
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be taken to cope with the disease. We
wvill not express any regret if the mat-
ter should be taken out of our hands, be-
Cause I believe that the doctors who will
have to treat the patients will do it with
some reluctance ' for it is a class of treat-
ment which very few care to handle.
Therefore no objection wvill be heard
from the chemists. They will be glad to
help in any wa -y possible towards accom-
plishing the end it is sought to obtain.
Mrany of the chemists have had wide ex-
perience, because hitherto the treatment
of these diseases has been larg-ely
in their bands, and consequently
their knowledge is very well worthi
the while of - the Premier or the
Honorary Minister (Hon. R. H. 'Un-
derwood) to acquire. There are many
men outside both professions who, like
my lion. friend over here, have given pro-
found thought to the question, and their
evidence would be of exceeding value to
any constituted board of inquiry. There
are one or two clfauses in thie measure
wvhich T would like to speak on. but I
will have an opportunity of dealing withi
them in Committee. To my mind certain
of them are somewhat restricted in rela-
tion to the ordinary chemist. However,
1. trust that the suggestion T hare made
in regard to a select committee will be
well considered. If the major portion of
the House is against me I will submit.

Mr. GRTFTTUS (York) [8.20]: All
members are fully seized with the gravity
of the question we are discussing, and are
filled with an earnestness of desire to
combat this particular eveil. In common
with the member for Suibiaco (Mr. B. J.
Stubbs) I have been consulting a lot of
literature on the subject.

The Minister for Mines: Now do be
careful.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am not going to
quote those authorities to which I hare
been referred by members of the medical
profession. I will content myself with de-
dlaring that they are unimpeachable au-
thorities. As the member for Buuhdiry
(Mr. Thomas.) has said, our knowledge
of the subject must be somewhat frag-
inentary. however well authenticated it
may be. One great point brought out is

the decrease of the disease since the re-
peal of the Contagious Diseases Act, a
isecond that free treatment and education
of our 'young- people is a big step to-
wards minimising the evil, a third the
noni-effectiveness of anything in the form
of compulsion and a fourth the neces-
sity for action. The Bill does not deal
withi the question of prostitution, but it
deals with the subject of venereal dis-
eases and the necessity for coping with
that evil. MLany of my friends hare been
afraid that tire'Bill was going to bring in
notification in its objectionable form, but
it seemis to tue nothing of an objection-
able nature is to he found in the clauses
hearing on thiat question, It has been
pointed out to me that one clause places
too mnuch power in the hands of the Corn-
missioner of Public Health. However,
the power mnust he given, and I think it
is far hetter Lhat it should be in tire
hands of the Commissioner of Public
Health than in the hands of the police.
in onovrration with the member for
Bunbur y T1 was struck with his argui-
nients in regard to the little wye know of
this matter and the necessity for careful
investigation and for the appointment of
a select committee or a Royal Commis-
sion. There has been for too long the
crime of silence in connection with these
questions, arid the time for allowing these
things to take their course has g'one by.
I amn sorry for my friend the member for
Miurray-Wellington (Mir. George) whose
modesty w kas shocked, but I think we
onht to welcome thle discussion which
has been brought about by the courage of
the HonorarV MNinister (Hon. R. H. Un-
derwoold) in bringing down the Bill.
There arc several minor amendments
which T should like to see made in some
of the clauses, and we will have an 013-
pnrtunit ' of considering those when iii
Committee. Personally I will welcome
the appointment of a Select committee or
a Royal Commission.

Mr.% HEITUtANN (Geraldton) [8.25]:
Alter the various slpeeches made and the
numberless authorities quoted it seems to
me that almost enough has been said on
this subject. At all events sufficent has.
been said to indicate the results to the
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coninntinity of this disease. I disagree
with those lion. mnembers who desire the
appointment of a Royal Commission or
a select commjittee, because after all it
is not necessary for the medical man to
know very muchi about anl organised sys-
tent of dealing with the disease gener-
ally. While, probably, one w-ould get
from a medical man good sound advice
as to the treatment, yet from an orgaiiis-
i ng standpoint probably it would be
!ouuid that the mnedical man knew very
little.

The Mrinister for Works: They spent a
lot of time discussing the question at
their last conference.

imr. InrIEI'rANN: At each Australian
medical conference it has been discussed.'
And I am surprised, And all those 'who
contend that nothing more than a Conta-
gious Diseases Act is required must also
be surprised, to find that the medical men
-- even. those who administer the Act
in Quieensland-cannot agree that it is
all thai is required. No two of them seem
to be able to agree upon any one scheme.
N2\otwithstanding all the authorities I have
read T cannot discover a definite scheme
laid down by Any of them, Practically
each of them differ- from his fellows.
Sonic agree th-at notification is of no use,

whie mny gre tat anyv endeavour to
regulate a certain vice is Altogether with-
Out justification. Seeing that it is im-
possible to find An authority who la 'ys
down A, definite scheme, I am supporting
tlie Bill, because I believe that, although
it will not be a pronounced success, at all
events it is an experiment and, I think,
will be thle flirst experiment of its kind
in the Commnonwealth. We could go onl

apointing select committees or royal
conimissionm for 10 years, as has been
done in other parts of the world, and we
would not be any nearer to the ideal
Scheme, Which some Seem to prefer to wait
for rather than venture on the small ex-
periment contained in the Bill. A great
many schemes have been suggested, even
by~ members of the House. Indeed it is
surprisig to find the number of authofi-
ties onl the question which we have among
mnembers. here. The member for Murray-
Wlellington (Mr. George) suggested a

schemne which, if he will read up-to-date
literature on the question, lie will find
has been almost universally condemned.
Segregation and an endeavour to regulate
a certain vice has failed entirely, If the
lion, member perused some of the statis-
tics, lie would find that segregation would
alTeet not only those people who are gen-
erally believed to be the chief factors in
tie transmission or. the disease, but
othiers, because as great a proportion
as :i8 per cent, of eases recorded
in certa in Europiean hospitals came
Cromn a class Supposed to 1)e respect-
able. It will be seen at once . therefore,
that segrcgatioii is a matter of inipossi-
bullty, aIt all events it wvould be by no
meanls etfeetive.

111r. George: It can never have been
Vi.ol orb' due.

Mr. HEJT2IANN: I ad-mit, in favour
of the hon. member, and against the eon-
tention that Mhe regulation of vice is en-
tirely favoured, that a thorough system
has never been attempted. In France
and in certain cities in Germany, where
wo were led to believe a system was in
operation, 110 endeavour has been made
to ad minister it thoroughly. Neverthe-
les, when we find a proportion so great
as .38 per cent, of cases among waitresses
anti girls in various occupations away
from hoine, the titter futility of segre-
gation is realised.

MiIr. Thomson: Is not that generally the
szource whence it startsq

Mr. HEITMANNR: Not necessarily. It
would he a difficult matter to trace the
source even in a young and vigorous
Country like Australia, As a matter of
Fact, the class deemied to be the chief
factors in the transmission of the dis-
ease would, one would imagine, be
least likely to distribute it, ,be-
cause the vecry nature of their calling
necessitates thent being free, and pro-
fessionals as they are, it is logical to he-
lieve that they adopt precautions not
taken by what might be termed the
amaiiteur. I cannot and wonid not agree
to an effort in this direction by legisla-
tion. I think that the Bill now before
I he House will not he anything, like ain
entire success. I believe great difficulties
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will arise niot only with the people but
even with the medical profession. They
will discover that it will be most difficult
to apply the lproviiofs-a fact whicli
can readily be understood. This Bill re-
presents a very great step forward and
it will prov~e a shock to many people to
find that such a big beginning is con-
templated. Still we must make a start.
Australia has experimented on social
questions by the score, and while it has
been ver 'y fortunate, in being- a wealthy
country. to have survived certain cxjperi-
nients I believe it will outlive this one,
and even if the measure is not snccessful
in achieving that which wve desire-a comn-
plete grip of the disease-it should lead
to something nearer perfection. The
member for Subiaco--! do niot wish to
give him any more publicity than he re-
ceived from the member for Bunbury-
made A statement which has been re-
pecaied for years past, that an endeavour
to reg-ulate tire disease would east some
sort of a cloak of respectability over it.

Mir. B3. J. Stubbs: Not the disease, the
profession.,

.1r. HEITMIANN: Even if it did,' it
would he better to have immorality regu-
]atccl in some form if the spread of the
disease could he arrested. It has been a
cry of thle puritans for hundreds of
years that this disease, shiocking. as it is,
causing the destruction to humanity that
it does.' is a just retribution for im-
moral ity. 'We find enthusiasts in earn-
paigus against diseases such as consurnp-
tion, smiallpox, and typhoid, drawing
aside aghast when the question of
dealing with venereal disease is men-
tioned.' One of the barriers against
thle attempts to grapple with this
disease has been thle idea that it is
one due entirel 'y to immorality. Even
if this were sn, it is no reason why we
should niot then deal with it. There is
every reason why we should make an
e ffort to prevent unnecessary sufferingy
attaching to even immorality. But it is
not so. The very authorities quoted by
the member for Subiaco deal especially
with this phase of the question! and refer
to quite a number of cases in which

innocent people have been the victims of
this disease, and as a result have experi-
enced miuch suffering and degradation.
The member for Subiaco, I take it, would
to a great extent leave things as they are
at present. We, were told that to deal
with the disease at aill would result in
casting a cloak of respectability over it
and making it more prevalent, hut one
might he justified in thinking that by
waiting until tile time arrives-

The Premier: Arc niot you confusing
the disease with immorality?

Mr. I-IEITMANN : While the hon.
member dealt specially with the matter
of regulation, lie also applied it in this
wvay, flint any interference-

Mr, B. J, Stubhs:- 1 said free treat-
ment and education would eradicate it.

Mr. HEIT-MANN: It is generally ac-
cepted that when the time comes and
p~eople are able to avoid the danger of
this disease, when sexual impulse shall
be controlled entirely by the individual,
we Shall hFe OIL a higher plane than we
are to-daty.

The Premier: When that arrives we
shall have gone hack to thie monkey
stage.

Mr. HEITY ANN: The Premier is
going to the other extreme by suggesting
that we shall become perfect and then
retorn to thle original stage.

The Premier: Take the world as you
.,ee it and try to deal with it and you
will get seine result.

Mr. HELMIANN: Yes, and I believe
minch can he done in the direction of
edncation as indicated by the member for
Suhiaco. ]f this were not so. why do
we endeavour to uplift our boys and girls
and to raise the standard of mortality of
the people generally?

Thle Premier: It is of no use us doing
these things without the parents taking
the rcsponsibility.

Mfr. TTMNANN: I ami coming to
that puoint. 'Much can be done in the
direction of education, hut who is to
educate? Is it the parent?

The Premier: One of the great difficul-
ties is that parents decline to educate the
chlildren.
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Mr, HEITMIANN: Not decline alto-
gether: There is a desire to impart to
their children such knowledge as will do
away with desires in tile wake of which
follows this disease and at the same time
give them education which will afford
them Opportunities to avoid the disease,
but parents themselves are ignorant. The
member for Subiaco suggested lectures as
a means of education, but only medical
men could lecture intelligently on tile'
subject.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs. Rend the lecture by
the Rev. Spurr.

Mr. HELTMUANN: Some years ago I
read a lecture by tile reverend gentleman.
It caused a great stir but if I remember
rightly it appealed to tile emotions of
the people and, while indicating the dis-
asters following in the train of tile
disease, dlid niot suggest any practical
mnethod of grappling wvith it.

Mir. B. J. Stulbs: 'It was a. start.'
4r. E1TXANN: Hon. members

often deal with questions which stir the
enmotions, and almost as often allow the
matters to drop, and there is an end to
them. The member for Murray-Welling-
ton (Air. George) with his strong feel-
ings on this and kindred subjects, has
mnany opportunities to do a vast amount
of good.

Mr. George: I am not obliged to tell
you what I have done.

11r. IH ITANN: If the lion. mem-
her has the power to do good, an'd does
not do so, it is most selfish on his part.

Mr. George: I do not want to adver-
tise myself, but I can tell you what J
have done if you like.

Mr. HEITMANWI: We mlust rely on
the medical profession for education
dealing directly with this disease, but
there must be some great change in the
systell under -which the medical profe-
awon work before the public will receive
(lie benefit of their knowledge. At pre-
sent medical men appointed by local
bodies are paid the munificent sim. of £C25
a year and in some cases less, and we
cann Irot expect very much in thle way Of
public lectures from those gentlemen. In
nearly all the outback towns doctors are
subsidised, but the sums paid them are

very small, arid not sufficient to encour-
age themn to take upon thiemselves the
work of prevention insteadl of cure to
which the whole of their time is at pre-
seiit devoted. I arm niot, hiowever, pessi-
inistic, because I belicve that this dis-
cussion in the House and thle publicity
given to the question will at all events
cause lpeople to think that, after all, it
is niot a subject which necessarily should
be discussed behind closed doors, but that
it is a subject affecting vitally all tbe
people. No matter how it: nay hurt or
grate upon the feelings of some people
it is a subject which must necessarily
be taken up, and I suppose taken up
first of all by the legislatures in this
State. One of the objections, not a very
gtave objection, taken to a certain clause
of the Bill, or rather one of the phases
mentioned in regard to a eeftain clause,
wvas in rvespect to the medical profession
and the charges imposed by its members.
One member seems to have the idea,
which prevails commonly I must confess,
in the public mind, that medical inen are
oil a rather low planie. I have heard it
said hundreds of times that a medical
man generally has a desire to take some-
body' down in the way of fees. An lion.
member stated to-night that hie knew of
several members of the medical profes-
sion, high up in the medical -world, who
had been prone to apply the Process Of
bleeding. I know many medical men my-
s~elf, and I must confess that if the pub-
lic receives the same consideration from
thant profession as I have received they
would place it on the highest plane of
all. I believe the standard of the wed ical
profession is higher than thhft of any
other profession, and it speaks wvell for
it that we find so many of them-

The Premier: Nest to the lawyers.
Mr. Smith: Next to the politicians.
Air. HEITMTANN:- It was Robert

Louis Stevenson, I think, who said that
there are some who rise to a high plane;
soldiers anid sailors very often, parsons
and lawyers rarely, and medical men
almost always.

The Premier:. I read it "4never."
Air. HE~tMAbtN: it does speak well

for the mbdieal profession 'when *e find
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many of our most brilliant doctors and
surgeons studying the side of medicine
which deals entirely with the prevention
of disease. This necessarily lessens their
opportunities for making those hruge fees
out of the profession which we are led
to believe they do make. I am supporting
the Bill, not because I believe it is per-
feet by any means, hut because it is a
rheginning, and whether there is failure
or success, it will give us opportunities
of observing and learning and eventually,
,in 'tme goes on, arriving at something
which will be nearer to the perfect than
file Bill which is now before the House.

AiMr. 'GILCHRIST (Gaseoyne) [8.501:
1 rise with-somie diffidence to make a few
remarks on the Bill. I would like to re-
mark in the first pilace that the proposal
'to compel all -persons, whether male or
femaole, sutffering- from venereal disease to
submit themselves to medical examination
and to continute to attend the ministra-
tionis of a medical manl is a step in the
right directioni. The latest discoveries in
medical science in regard to this matter
giv usrao for optimismn far more
than we have had in the past. The sue-
cess of the experiment depends not only
up)on the completeness of the organisation
which the Mlinister proposes to bring into
being, but also upon the completeness of
the application of that organisation. I
would not like to see the Minister,
through this measure, bring an organisa-
tion into being and then apply it onl '
pairtially. Unless we anre going to deal
with all, or' practically all, of those who
are suffering from venereal disease, little
benefit is to be gained from the measure.

rthink we can find an analogy to the
present position in the military camps,
chiefly those of India. The soldiers are
much more under observation medically
than would be the whole civil population
as it wvill be dealt with by this measure.
In India, as in some other places, we find
that special provision was made by the
authorities to definitely provide prosti-
lutes for the regiment, and to hedge these
persons round with such precautions that
the disease would have very little chance
of spreading within the cantonment. If.
under Circumstances like that, which

[271

might be considered absolutely' ideal, at
any rate far more satisfactory than call
possibly be any system whieh is going to
he applied to the whole State, that sys-
tem failed, what hope, may I ask, will
there be for success with this system that
is proposed by the Minister-? In [ndia
it used to be a barrack-room statement
that no recruit was a soldier until hie had
had three (loses of the disease, and I le
recruit gloried in the fact that hie was;
so affected. The Government took [1pon1

themselves to regulate prostitution wvithin
the cantonment so as to limit tile disease
as far as possible, starting upon tine as-
sumption, as 'Harriet iAiartineau well
said, that soldiers and sailors were all
predestined fornicators. An army surgeon
in 1871 told a Royal Commission that-

When a regiment arrives in India
a certain establishment is told off for
each regiment as it arrives and amongst
others there is anl esthblishment of pros-
titutes wvho are housed in the hazaars
and regularly looked after bY tine inn-
tron appointed for the purpose. She
selects the women. She is told that such
a regiment is coming into the station,
and according to whether the regiment
has had a name sent before it or oilier-
wvise she gets a small or a large numbcr
of women to come to her. When I
came to India with lil regiment there
were onily twvelve women and I desired
themn to increase the number. There is
a certain nunmber wvho are prostitureis
by profession, and it is difficult to get
other classes to become prostitutes e.x-
cept occasionally, and on the sly.

We understand from this same Royal
Commission that successive comnmanders-
in-chief issued orders that free quarters
should be provided for registered wvomen,
and that they should be convenint and
comfortable, and also that the muedical
officers were continually complain mw that
the regimental matron lacked energv and
did not take the trouble to attract, good-
looking wvomen, and there was a reg-ular
requisition form for recruiting attractive
women with blanks to be filled in %%ith tine
fee required, etc., and this requisition
was to be signed by the eanto'nnent
matron. Despite all these provi-ions.
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the lock hospitals established by the Gov-
erlnmen t to deal with venereal diseases
wVere Contin inlly filled, and we f ind fte
Surgeon General of' His Majesty's forces
reporting as follows:-

Reg-arding- the Madras Presidency,
we are forced] to admnit that lock hospi-
tals have hitherto been kept up for the
propag-ation of disease among British
soldiers, though orig-inally established
with a vecry different intention.

He also reported-
In every Government the disease has

advanced in face of every means of
prevention which has been adopted.

The failure was attributed to two causes.
One expressed by the medical officers at
Rangoon was to the effect that the num-
her of registered women had diminished,
and that the unregistered women bad
learned to evade the law, In other words,
in spite of all precautions taken by the
Government to see that these women were
absolutely free fromn disease, tihe soldiers
preferred to go outside to women who
were termed unregistered. Then the
Army Sanitary Commission of 1875 sug-
gested the grave possibility that registee
wvomni, passed as perfectly healthy, mighit
all the while be transmitting contion
This system of open license of prostitutes
for the purpose of controlling the evil
has lately been very considerably mjodi-
fled. But still tile authorities of India are
convinced from the many and varied ex-
perimntets that have been made in India
amjongst the soldiers that no system of
prostitution, however perfectly controlled,
howvever well supervised medically, can
reduce the amount of venereal disease in
India.

Koji. R. H. Underwood (Hlonorary
M~inister) : It has been reduced; it is
lower than it used to be.

Mr. GILCHRIST: Among the Ameri-
canl soldiers in the Philippines there was
a shnilar experience, and the surgeon-
major in charge of the Philippines re-
ported in 1900 that 50 per cent. of the
garrison was diseased. He addled-

The examination system with certifi-
cates which has been adopted for the
womnen of the town has not appeared
to lessen the evil.

Two Years later the war depart men t,
backed up by President Rooseveldt wrote
a very strong army order urging officers
to induce the men, as far as possible, to
keep, within bounds in this matter. In
face of these facts-where if the analogy
dloes not lit exactly it makes all the
stronger the argument against a system
of regulation of prostitution among a
civil population where the control would
not be an 'ything like as complete and
effective as it is in the ease of army
reimients-in the face of these facts,
therefore, I think it is foll 'y for any-
one to advocate registration of prosti-
tutes. Therefore I will- oppose any
attempt, whether open or insidious, to
endorse the principle of granting clean
certificates to prostitutes by which they
would be able to advertise their houses
and induce men, who would not otherwise
face the danger of contracting disease,
to go there.

The Premier: That is not in the meca-
sure at all.

Air. GILCHRTST: I wish to refer the
House to Clause 242g, which states-

When any such patient as aforesaid
shall become cured of the disease any
medical practitioner shall. .. ..

Not "may," but "shall."
The Premnier: Woman or man?
Yr. GILCHRIST: I am referring to

women just now. .1 amt not at present
referring to ineli.

Mr. E. B. Johuston: That clause ap)-
plies to all.

Air. GILCHRIST: It applies especi-
ally to prostitutes.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : The word "prostitute" is abso-
lutely not in the Bill.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I am not saying
that the word "prostitute" is in file Bill
any more than I say the word "poiliticiain"
is in the Bill, but a prostitute--

The Premier: You arc the only one
who can see an analogy between the two,
inyhowv.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I am not drawing
Analogies at the present time, but I say
the prostitute is in this clause just as
much as any ofther person in the com-
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mnity is in the clause. One of the chief

purposes of the Bill is to see that the
prostitute is free from this disease.

M1embers: No.
Air. GILCRI ST: I repeat that one

& the chief reasons, a definite reason, for
this Bill is to* see that prostitutes are
clean.

The Premier: That is absolutely in-
correct. There is no Jaw in this land
that permits prostitution.

Mr. GILCHRIST: That is the very
reason the Premier has seen that the
word "prostitute" does not appear in the
Bill.

The Premier, Nothing of the sort.
Mfember: We have heard enou~gh about

prostitutes to-night.
Air, (ii ICHRIST: I wish to put it to

the House, in spite of these interrup-
tions, that prostitutes will be examined,
by medical men.

Air. Smith: 'Not unless they are con-
taminated.

3%r. GJLCHRJST: Contaminated pros-
titutes will be examined by medical mn.
That point, at least, is not disputed; and
I say that contaminated prostitutes will
go to medical men, anjd that when they
have been declared clean they will ask
for a certificate to that effect. That pro-
position wilt not be disputed by hon.
inem hers.

Mr. E. 13, Johnston: But she will have
only one certificate,

Mr. GILCHRIST: When the prostitute
has possession of her certificate, she is
going to make use of it.

'Air. Smith: So she can, if she wants to.
AMr. GILCHIST : When she gets

possession of her certificate, she is going
to place it in her room or use it in some
way to entice men to come to her estab-
lishment who would not come if they
were afraid of being contaminated with
the disease.

The Premier: What do you think the
police are going to do when you talk
about advertising the certificate.

Mr. GILCHRTST: The Premier knows
as well as everybody else knows that the
Poliee Department, like many other
official bodies with unpleasant duties to

perform, are not always zealous. The
Premier knows that in mnany ])arts of the
world the lpoliee are in collusion with
prostitutes and accept levies from them.

The Premier: We do not . want to
worry about other parts of the world.
Confine yourself to 'Westerni Australia.

Mr. GILCH1RIST: I am not going, to
confine myself to 'Western Australia, be-
cause I have not sufficient information
to lay a charge. 1 am not 'going- to say
there is one constable in this State who
accepts bribes from prostitutes; bitt I
do say that it is done elsewhere, and I
say that it is possible constables even -in
this State will do suc!' a thing.

Mr. Taylor:- We heard enoughi about
constables last night.

Mr. G1l CHRIST: I say that once a
prostitute gets hold of her certificate,
she is going to advertise it somehow or
other, either in her room or in the win-
dow, or somewhere, as a guarantee that
men ;who visit, her establishment wilt not
be contaminated,

Hoti. R. 11. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : It will only show that shel
has been contahminated.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I am going to op-
pose any attempt-not to throw a cluk
of respectability over this calling, be-
cause, as the member for Bunbury (Mir,
Thomas) says, that is impossible-hut
I am going to oppose any attempt to re-
move the element of fear from this mat-
ter. There are many people who have
no moral sense on the question of sexual
intercourse, They have merely the fear
of contracting venereal disease; and the
moment that fear is removed, the practice
will be enlarged.

The Minister for Mines: The more
diseased man there are in a community,
then, the better the morals of that com-
munity. That is the logical conclusion
of your argument.

Mr. GILCHRIST . The moment fear
is removed, the practice will be en-
larged. If a certificate is given to a
woman that she is clean, we cannot gua-
rantee tint the womnan will not spread
disease. T believe that men can he made
moral by Act of Parliament. and T be-
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lieve that our statutes should represent a
standard of moral conduct. Many men in
tiS community will formulate their stun-
ard of conduct by the laws which Par-
fiament, in its -%is8dom, places on the
statute-book. I am going to oppose that
clause because I believe that a vital prin-
ciple is involved.

The Premier: You ought'to oppose the
Bill, according to your argument.

Mr. ROBINSON (Gamning) (9.8]:
From tlie moment that this Bill was in-
troduced I have listened with very great
interest to the speeches of members of
this House, end T listened with particu-
lar interest to the speech of the Honorary
Minister, who in 'this matter displayed a
grasp of detail which, I may say, sur-
prised me.

The Minister for 'Mines: That is very
apt.

'Mr. ROBINSON;- I am not saying that
t6 the discredit of the Honorary Minis-
ter in any degree whatever. I think the
address which he delivered to this House
was a. credit to him and to the inquiry
that lie has made into the subject. But I
wish to say that in my opinion there is
not a single member of this House who
is of himself qualified to judge of the
merits or demerits of this Bill. We are
not experts in this matter. It is not such
a matter of common knowledge, although
it is of common interest, that we can
take upon ourselves to legislate, to frame
legislation, in the -way that we can do on
some other subjects. 1 t~ke it, however,
from the remarks of the H1onorary Alinis-
ter, when introducing the Bill, that it is
not his Bill. It is not his measure, and
has not been framed by him; but it has
been brought to fruition in his depart-
ment by such a man as Dr. Hope, the
Commissioner of Public Health.

Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): You are wrong, absolutely
wrong.

Mr. ROBINSON: I was going to say
that if I had the endorsement of this Bill
by Dr. Hope-IT am sorry it has been
withdrawn from mnc-I would be pre-
pared to accept every line of the Bill
Unre'Servedly.

The rremier: The l1onorary-Minister
did not say the Bill was not ~dre
by Dr, flope.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Honorary Min-
ister says it is not Dr. Hope's Bill.

The Premier; That is a differ~ent thing.
Hon. R. H. Underwood (i4onoralry

Minister) : ]Dr. Hope did not draft the
Bill.

Mr. BOB14NSON: Dr. Hope is not
capable of drafting this Bill ay more
than we are capable of expressing ex-
'pert olpilions on the subject of the Bill.
Of course it is the Parliamentary drafts-

ni who drafts the language.
The Minister for Works: For years

Dr. Hope has been asking for some such
leg-islation as this.

Mr. ROBINSON: What I want to
know-and. perhaps the Honorary Mfin-
ister will answe%,r me--is whether this
Bill has the entire support and concur-
rence of Dr. Hope, (he Commissioner of
Public Health?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Miinister) - I could not say exactly. I do
not know the doctor's opinion.

Mr, ROBINSON: Thea I am at a loss.
If this Bill has come before Parliament
on the mnere inquiry of the Honorary
Minister, I would consign it to the waste-
paper basket. If it comes here with the
authority of a mnan like the Commis-
sioner of Public Health, it is entitled to
the greatest consideration; and I say that
for my part I will, in that case, vote for
it line for line and word for word and
give the measure a trial. Tf the Honor-
ary Minister tells me that there are sev-
eral reputable men whose expert opin-
ions

The Premier: Mlen and women.
Mr, ROBINSON: If the Hon. Minis-

ter tells me that men and women whose
opinions, as experts, are worth 'having,
have beeni consultedl, and that this Bill
contains and expresses their idea, then
I am still satisfied. . 'But I think
in a matter of this sort thle Houge
is entitled to such information. and I
hope the flonorary lVinister, when on his
feet to reply, -will fully answer the ques-
tions I am putting to him, The Hlouse
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wants to be taken into the Honorary
L\Uuh~ter's eopfidenee.

Mr, Heitmann: Have you read Dr.
Hope's report 9

Mr. ROBINSON: I have not.
The Premier: Do you always adopt

this attitude on technical questions?
Mr. ROBINSON: I am adopting it on

Ibis question.
The Premier:- But do you always do

t hat?
Mir. ROBTNSON: I am dealing with

this particular matter now. When other
matters come before the House, I will
deal with them. However, I wish to eon-
tinue to say that if I had received the
assurances I require I would have given
muy whole-hearted support to the Bill,
simply so that we in Western Australia
inay at all events make an attempt to
cope with the evil, and, may have an op-
portunity of observing the effect of such
legislation. I still think that the sugges-
tions which have comne from some mew-
tiers to the effect that a committee of in-
tj1i7f shOuld be aypoLtuZ, ate guuu.*
When I was in England three years ago,
1. know full well a committee were ap-
pointed there to make special inquiry.
Someone with knowledge said not long
ago, by' way of an interjection, that the
committee I refer to are still sitting;
which goes to show what a vast array of
fats must have come before them, and
what a vast array of opinions, probably
divergent,' the committee have had to dis-
sect. Now. I would not wait till that
committee, or any other committee had
found a verdict. As the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr, George) says,
while the committee are inquiring the
people are dying. Give me the authority

adsanction of proper men in the tucdi-
c-aJ profession, and I am willing to give
this Bill a trial, the Honorary 'Minister
ootwVithlstanlding. I am willing to give
that trial, but I do commend to the con-
sideration of the Government, and to the
consideration of this House, the sugges-
tions which Iiave been made, that concur-
rently with thle operation of' the measure
aL committee should go on inquiring-i-
quiring as to the operation of the Bill,
iuquiring as to means of improving the

measure, inquiring, possibly, as to a ne-
cessity for widening its scope. If what
we have heard in this House is true, then
I think there is no subject which demands
inquiry more closely, and it behaves us to
see that that inquiry is made, and made,
not by us, but by those who are experts
in this subject. those who can acquire
knowledge in this connection much more
rea~dily than we can, I refer to trained
medical men. Hf a committee of inquiry
of that kind be suggested, then I com-
mend it to the consideration of the
House.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary 'Minister--Pilbara-in reply) [9.15]:
In reply to the hon. member who has just
sat down I may say that the department
originally drafted a Bidl and that Bill
was considerably altered before it was
laid on the Table of the House. I in-
formed Dr. Hope when he asked me
whether we would he prepared to deal
with this question in Parliament that we
would do so under certain conditions. I
added ' ou can submit your Dill, hut if
there is anything in it with which I do
not agree, it is going out of the Bill, and
it 'nay he possible that I will put some-
thing iu it that you have left out." The
chief discussion on the measure has been
on a subject that is not contained in the
Bill. Some mnembers. have advocated the
reg-istration of prostitution, and others
have comnbatted the suggestion. There is
nothing about registration in the Bill and
I want to say right here that there never
will be anything concerning the registra-
lion of prostitution in any Bill that I
may introduce or support. I hold dog-
matic opinions on the question of the
registration of prostitution, and I want
to clear the atmosphere if T can, not only
in this I-ouse hut outside as well, and
clear the minds of people of the opinion
that there. is anything at all in this Bill
sarouring of the registration or the se-
g-regation or of the control of prosti-
tutes. The idea of doing that has not
even entered my mind. One of the cri-
ticisms made in regard to the Bill, and
which Is worthy of just a few words is
the suggestion that this measure should
be referred to a select committee. It has
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beet, sail tha t ive dto not know anything
nbout it, [ hat we have not stuidied it, and
that therefore we should have a commit-
toe appointed to inquire into it. That
is all right for the lion. member wvho
spoke and whlo has not stutdied tile q ties-
lion, but I ti jnk it is unfair to come to
the House and say "I have not studied
this qjuest ion, ill you therefore appoint
a committee so that I might be taught."
It is that lion. member's fault if he does
not know anything about the subject.

Air. ED. B. Johnston: Last night when
in lion, member who had studied the
question spoke on it, you still opposed
the appointment of a committee.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): The question is not new
by any means, and if we were to appoint
A comminittee, we would have to obtain the
opinions of medical men. Those opinions
arc already in print; they are the opin-
ions of Australian doctors. When I was
introducing the Bill I quoted one or two
of them and I 1)ointed out that at three
medical congresses this question was pro-
minently discussed. A committee was
appointed by Congress consisting of
three medical men from each State in the
Commnwealth and three from New Zen-
liad. Their duty wvas to go specially
in'ta t!-t matter a nd to draw up) proposals
for submission to a further congress.
That congress also met and adopted the
proposals. That was the information I
hall before I introduced the Bill. This
Bill includes all the recommendations by
thre committee, and now we have a coin-
mittee of 21 prominent medical men of
Australia making recomnmendations. I
have embodied their recommendations
and ho say "Oh, T have not read their re-
eomnendations, refer it to a select com-
mittee so that I muay have an oppor-
tunity of reading them" is out of all rea-
son. If lion. members want, to read the
opinions of the leading mnedical muin of
Australia their works are in the library,
anid the opinions of the medical men of
dur own metropolitan area are also to be
obtained. f have had the benefit of the
opinions, though not officially, of medical
men. T have obtained those opinions by
questioning medical men privately; they

are therefore confidentially expressed
opinions and if wye have a select commit-
tee, those gentlemen, whose views I have
before me in type-written form, would
not give the same evidence as I have lbeen
able to collect from them. So much for
the select committee. I pointed out in
introducing the Bill that as a result of
the wvar it is absolutely certain that this
disease will be extensively introduced
into the State, and to postpone tile at-
tempt to deal with it for another year
will mean taking at very serious risk. I
contend it will he inflnitely better to pass
this Bill and we shall then have something
to work upon. We shall have something
to experiment on and instead of post-
poning [lie whole question for a year we
can see [low this scheme works, and a year
hence wre shall know more of what is re-
quired than wve can possibly ascertain
throughk the niedium of a select commit-
tee. ']'here are one or two matters which
are sure to cause considerable discussion
in committee, and it would not bie wvise
for me to take up the time of the Hease
replying to the remarks of members when
a discussion is bound to arise again at a
later stage. In regard to compulsion,
several members have held that it would
hie absolutely wrong to use compulsion in
curing men of tile disease. We use coim-
pukion as far as education is concerned;
that [ias beetn pointed out by the member
for Men-zies. I suppose the member for
Subinco would agree that we are acting
qute correctly wihen wve employ comnpul-
sion in curing men of drunkenness. We
are .4) ending a cotnsiderable amount of
ionev in the ereetioni and the mainten-

arice of inebriate retreats and we comipel
inea to stay thtere and we endeavour to
cure Ilaemi. In connection with drunken-
ness, thne drunkard is only a danger to
himself, but in regard to the disease, the
victiml is iiot, only a danger to himself
but hie is a danger to the whole com-
imunityA. and anyhody who would sap-
port the compulsory detention of a
drunkard should suport the compulsory
curing of venereal disease. I do not think
there is much more to be said until we
get into committee. T sincerely thank
lion. menibers for the mariner in which
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they have received the Bill and for their
commendations. 1. can only say that I
have worked pretty bard on this Bill; I
have studied it for the past few months
and it is a question I have been reading
aid studyving for some years. I have
taken a very deep anl earnest interest in
it and I am making an earnest attempt
to improve a bad condition of affairs. I
want also to thank the several mn and
women of this City who have consulted
'with me in the drawing up of the Bill,
and who have lent me literature em~b
made suggestions. for alterations to the
measure. I am not allowed to mention
their namies hut I want sincerely to thank
them. I trust the second reading of the
Bill wvill be carried.

Quest ion put and passed.
Bill read a second lime.

In Committee.
Mr. MeDowall in the Chair, Hon. R.

B. Underwood (Honorary Mlinister) in
charge of the Bill.

Qasc 1, 2-g-e tko.

Clause 3-insertion of a new Part
after Part IX.:

Mr. GEORGE: Subelanse 2 provides
that at chemist may dispense medicine
and may' sell to any person for the cure
or alleviation of any venereal disease.
Will the Honorary M1inister state whether
the sale of these remedies by chlemists
will be registered and reported in the
same way as is dlone with poisons?

Hon. B. H. Underwood: It will be
possible to make regulations to that effect
if necessary.

MAr. GEORGE: 'I is worthy of con-
sideration that the sale of all these miedi-
cines should be dealt with in the same
way that poisons are dealt with. If the
person who has, bought the remedy gets
worse instead of better, it will he im-
possible, in the absence of any register
of the sale, to follow him up.

Mr. Heitman: That applies to patent
medicines also.

Mr. GEORGE: ButA they are not re-
garded as being of the same importance.
The register of the sale of these things
should not impose any additional de-

gradation on the per-son who buys them.
The registration should he as complete as
that in regard to the sale of poisons.

Mr. THOMAS: In Subsection 1 of the
proposed new section it is provided that
no one, other than a med(ical practitionei,
or one authorised by him, shall attend
upon those sufferingP from venereal
disease. In Subsection 2 1 desire to in-
sert an amendment, providing that Sub-
section I shall not apply to a chemist in
the ordinalry conduct ofhis business. It
is possible that the intention. may be
stretched to ain unfair limit, and be inter-
preted to cover many things sold in a
chemnist's shop. I have discussed the
miatter with the Honorary MA.inister and
I would like to know if hie has favour-L
ably considered m,' proposed amiend-
'neant.

I-on. H. H. UNDlERWAOOD: I agree
with the principle in the proposed
amendment, but '[ ant not sure that it
would not weaken Subsection 1. There-
fore, I wish to conisult the Crown Solicitor
before agreeing to its inclusion. I under,
take to have the matter attended to, and
an amendment embodying what thle hon.
member requires, moved in another place.
Certainly a chemist should be at liberty
to sell those things provided they are
approved by tile Commissioner. I think
the hon, member's desires can be met.

Mrt. THOMAS: I only suggested an
amendment td provide that, in the ordi-
nary conduct of the business of a
chemist, certain drugs which are used for
harmless purposes should be exempted
from the too rigid observance of the pro-
visions of Subsection 1. Again, where
it is provided in the proposed new sec-
tion that a chemist or any other person
under a permit from the Commissioner,
can sell, etc., I object to "person under
a permit in writing from the commis-
sioner." In a town where a chemist is
to be found, the chemist should be the
only person other than the doctor to
treat these eases.

Proposed new section put and passed.

Proposed new sections 242b, to 242h-
agreed to.
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Proposed new Section 242i-Compuld-
sos'> cxaminatio- an~d treatment:

Mr. G-RIFFITHS: I move an amend-
mont-

That in line 4 of subsection I after
"health" thse words "in the country" be
inserted, and that after "or" the words
"in the town" be iniserted.
Dion. II. lEt. UNDERWOOD: -I do not

see anyv reason for the amendment.
Mr. GRIFFITHES: The reason is that

in a town we do not want a -repetition

of Dr. Blanchard's case.
Ron. R7. I-L UNDERWIOOD: It is an-

wise to legislate for ,pecial eases. No
matter what the legitstatioa, we cannot
hope to meet even', situation which will
arise.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I tin going to ask

the Commnittee to reject the proposed new
section on the g-rounds that it is unneces-
sary, and is placing tqo much power in
tie hands of the Commissioner.

The CHAIRMIAN: 'The lion. mnember
is out of order. His proposal is that the
whole new section should go. Another
hon. member just now moved an amend-
ment to line 4, and it has been held that
in such cireunstanees we cannot go hack
beyond line 4. ret the lion. member pro-
poses to throw out the whole new section
which, of course, involves lines 1, 2 and 3.

Mr. B. 3. STUBBS: Well, thenr I will
adopt another course. 1 move an amend-
inet-

That all words after "health" in
linie 4 be struck out.

That will accomplish my purpose just as
well. I think the powers given in the
proposed new section are far too drastic.
I am altogether opposed to any compul-
sion in respect to the matter. It is en-
tire'>' unnecessary. If it came to the
knowledge of the authorities that a per-
son was suffering from the disease and
after three days had not consulted a doc-
tar, lie could be prosecuted.

Mr. Heitmann: Hlow would the prose-
cittor know without examinaion!

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: This proposed
new section could be put into operation
against only one section of the conmuan-
it>', namnely the unfortunate women who

have been mientioned. The lpowers are
too drastic to place in the hands of any
pers5on and will not conduce to the eradi-'
cation of the disease. The measure wilt
be su~fticient Without this provision; in
fact, some of the p~rovisionls already
passed are too stringent.

Hon. R. If. 'UNDERWOOD: Ther
amiendment would materially weaken the
Bill,

Mr. raylor: Tf le Hill would he no good
without this provision.

Hlon. R. H. 'UNDERWVOOD: I would
not g-o so far as to say that.

Mr. 'Tomas: s it not weak when it
says that the Commissioner has only to
suspect a man, not to have reasonable
proof?.

Eon. R. H. UiNDERWOOD: The inemn-
her for Subiaco contends that it would
be impossible to trace anyone except cer-
tain women. If disease could he traced
to themu, they should be cured. Possibly
a man snispected of having the disease
muight declinc to be cured. He might be
dealing with a quack selling alleged reine-
dlies, but if lie were suspected of suffer-
ing, hie would come under the proposed
new-% section. The provision is not niearly
so harsh as the bon. member -would hare
uzs believe. The scheme is in operation
in Christiaiiia and Copenhagen, and regu-
lations will be necessaryV in connection
with it. If there was a suspicion in the
mind of the Commissioner for Health,
hie would instruct the suspected person to
attend certain doctors to he examined. If
lie was not affected, there would be an
end to it. Tf he was, he would he treated.
Some fear has been expressed that this
provision might lead to the levying of
blackmail or provide a means for one to
gratily a spite against another. But what
satisfaction would be obtained from rais-
ing suspicions in regard to anyone? The
pffl'SOL1 would merely receive a card in-
structing him to attend a9 doctor and the
doctor would declare that he was all
right. I am convinced of the safety of
the provision. It will not he likely to in-
convenience p~eople not suffering from,.
the disease, and it will give power to~com-.
pel those who -are suffering to get cured.
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Mr. GEORGE: Among the preceding
provisions it is stipulated that any per-
son suffering from the disease shall con-
sult a doctor and the case shall be re-
ported to the Commissioner. The Com-
misaioner might cause inquiries to be
made as to where any patient contracted
the disease. If he did so, that would con-
stitute reasonable ground for suspicion,
and the persons in that particular haunt
should be examined. If the Commissioner
had such suspicions it would be right to
adopt the suggested course, not only to
allay' his suspicious, but to cure any wvho
were diseased. If 1 thought certain
women would be harassed by this pro-
Jposecl new section, I would vote for the
amendment. However, provision ought
to be made that any evil-disposed person
maliciously communicating with the Com-
missioner iii regard to another should be
liable to imprisonment. The good of the
greater number must outweigh any in-
convenience to the smaller number.

Mr. I-EITMANN: The member for
Subiaco must realise that it would he im-
possible to put the penalty clause into
operation without machinery of this de-
scription. Those who take an interest in
public health matters usually complain
that the Commissioner has insufficient
powers, or does not exercise the powers
lie possesses. According to the evidence
given before a Royal Commission in
Perth recently. it was shown that the
police had received reports that a number
of soldiers had contracted the disease.
The source of such trouble could not be
located unless the Commissioner had the
powers contained in this proposed] new
section. Tn a number of small towns the
disease has been distributed over a large
number of people. In such eases there
would be a strong suspicion, and that
susp)icionf could be narrowed down to
those who were the cause of the trouble.
If wve had not this power that person
could continue to distribute the disease
and there would be no method of deal-
ing with the man or the woman. I think
tis is essential to the Bill.

Affr. B. J. STU1BBS: The member for
Mlurray-Wellingtont in dealing with this
clause seemed to express the desire that

he, wanted to prevent these women from
being harassed.

Mr. George: They have their rights as
well as you have.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: What is really
attempted under this clause is to bring
in in a subtle manner something in the
nature of a State regulation of vice.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It would be a good
scheme.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I showed this
afternoon by the authorities I quoted, that
in every country of the world where
State regulation of vice has been tried.
it has been an absolute failure. The
member for Murray-Wellingtou, how-
ever, showed that what was in his mind.
was the State regulation of vice. For
that reason the clause is a dangerous one,
and is against the teaching of experience
in connection with the treatment of the
disease. The disease has actually spread
under State reguilation.

Mr. George: Would you leave these,
women untouched?

IMr. B. S. STUJBBS: So long as-they
call pass a medical examination the bon.
member wants thenm to go untouched. I
say that the State should put into opera-
tioji the laws which exist to-day and
which are not enforced as they should
be. It is the lion. mnember who desires
to let the matter go. We are trying to
give a sort' of respectability to these
places. We should not, in any way, sup-
port a measure which is going to coun-
tenance this forni of vice. The House
will be doing something to improve this
measure if they delete the words T have
asked should be deleted.

31r. GEORGE: Mly object is to deal
with the evil. I do not care whether it is
giving an air of respectability to these
people or not. I want to have our young
people protected. This clause gives
power to the Commissioner, if it has
been brought under his notice that the
disease has been acquired, to find out
how it was acquired, and if he has rea-
sonable grounds to suspect someone to
take the necessary steps in connection
with it, The time has come for the peo-
pie of the State to look upon this ques-
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lion from a com, onsense point of view.
WVe cannot stop. the evil, bilt we can pre-
vent it from going any further. It is
not a question of sophistry. It is a ques-
tion wve have to deal with as legislators,
as fathers, and as mci. If1 we do not deal
with it as men, I hope the women will
treat us with the contempt we deserve.

Ron. IR. H. UNDERWOOD; There is
a wrong impression in the minds of some
hon. members. It hans been stated that
the women who had certificates would
use them. What will a certificate prove?
It will prove that she has been a patient,
and she had venereal disease and been
cured. We are not providing for regu-
lar examinations. The reason why we
provide for the issue of tickets is that a
tian has to prove that be has been cured,
and that ends the Commissioner's eon-
trot over him. So far as using certificates
for the purpose of inducing trade, they
will be absolutely useless.

Amendment (31r. B..I. Stubbs') put
and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Proposed new section 242j-agreed to.
Proposed new section 242k.-Subsi-

dised hospitals or salaried medical practi-
tioners to give free medical treatment:

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Under the rules
of most public hospitals, particularly the
Perth Public Hospital. certain people are
debarred from receiving treatment if they
are in a position to pay for outside treat-
nient. Ts it the intention of the Govern-
nient that under the regulations certain
persons shall be debarred from going- to
a. hospital for treatment?

Hon. 13. H. UNDERWOOD: The ob-
jeet; is to provide that those who can
afford to pay for treatment shall pay. I
take it that all persons can be treated
at the hospitals, but that if they can pay
theyv should do so. I have an idea of
what will be done under the regulations
if T have the framning of them. It is
necessary to put this clause here. An
enormous amount depends on the depart-
ment and the Minister, and to an extent,
upon the Government.

Mr Thomas: It is hard upon an insti-
tution getting only a small subsidy.

Hon. Rt. H. UNDERWOOD: We must
make provision, and it will rest with the
Minister to see that the regulations pro-
vide for all contingencies. If I was deal-
ing with the question as a dictator I
should see that every person was treated
free of charge. I am afraid that we
cannot at the present time go as far as
that. The finances must be considered.

Mr. TAYLOR: The intention of the
proposed new section is that ally hospital
receiving a subsidy from the Government
shall make provision for treating the p3eo-
ple suffering tinder these diseases des-
cribed in this measure. They will then be
p~laced on the same~ footing, so far as
admission in to the institutions is con-
cerned, as other persons who are not pro-
vided for tinder this measure. If they
can pay they will do so; if not they will
be treated free. This Proposed new sec-
tion only compels hospitals to set apart
space for the treatment of people suffer-
ing from $ he complaints mentioned
in the measure if they' receive a
subsidy from the Government. Pro-
v'ision is made in tile Perth Public
Hospital in that respect, in the absence
of this measure. I regret that the insti-
tution is not able to make the ward as
large as it should be. Only of recent
years have hospital authorities been edu-
cated up to the treatment of these dis-
eases. In Queensland, a quarter of a
century ago, it took two or three years Of
strenuous effort to get lock wards, as they
were called, established; but after that
there was no trouble or difficulty. I
wish to congratulate the person who is
largely responsible for the establishment
of this particular ward in the Perth Pub-
lic Hospital, Dr. Hope. I am glad the
nieasure is receiving such an easy pas-
sage through this Chamber, and I hope
its reception will be cordial elsewhere.
The contention of the member for Subi-
aco (Mr. Stubbs) as to the thin end of
tile wedge is absurd.

Mfr. B. J. STUBBS: It is certainly in-
tended that only those people who are not
in a position to pay should have the right
to be treated at hospitals under this mea-
sure. The result will be to defeat the one
useful feature of the Bill. Treatment in
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thnis ward of the hospital should be free
to all and the ward should he open at
hours convenient to patients,

Hon. Rt. H. Underwood: That matter
will be settled by regelation.

Mr. B. J. STIUBBS: I fear that the in-
tention may be to make the regulation in
accordance with conditions obtaining at
the hospitals to-day. In Perth and at
large centres like Kalgoorlie a ward
should be established where patients
could be treated free of charge, and
quietly and free from observation at night
time. I move an amen dment-

That in line 6 the 'word "such" be
struck out and "all1" inserted in lieu,
and that in lines 6 and 7 "or classes
of persons" be struck out.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The ideas
of the mover of this amendment are very
similar to my own; but many things, and
particularly the finances, have to be taken
into consideration. Therefore it is better
to leave this matter to be decided by re-
gulation- There is Dower uinder the inca-
stire to make treatment absolutely free
to everyone.

Mlr. HEITMANN: Apart from the ob-
jection of the Honorary Minister, I shall
object, as long as there is differential
treatment in our hospitals, to any man
who is able to pay taking advantage of
what is unfortunately known as the
pauper's clause. If the object of the
amendment was to induce sufferers from
this disease to visit the hospitals, I could
understand it. But it is absurd to re-
lieve a wealthy person from paying. The
ideal, of course, would be to have all hos-
pitals free; but at the present time we
must make those pay who can afford to
do so. It is strange, at the Same time, that
a hospital like the Perth Public Hospital,
which has the finest of equipment and the
very best of medical skill, should be re-
served exclusively for people who can-
not afford to pay. I do not see why suf-
ferers from venereal disease should in
the matter of payment be on a different
footing from other sufferers,.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. GEORGE: Subsection 2 refers to

suifferers from this disease being examined
and treated free of charge by any medical

(281

practitioner in receipt of salary from the
State. It provides as a penalty for re-
fusal to examine or treat the withholding
of salary for any unexpired portion of
the financial year. The offence might oc-
cur, however, so near to the close of the
financial year that the penalty would be
very slight. Some provision should be
made for expenses incurred by the medi-
cal man in treating these eases. The
State should bear the cost of the medi-
cines.

Hon. R. Hf. UNI~DERWOOD: It is a
matter of regulation. In several cases the
State will have to pay a higher subsidy to
the resident medical officer. This will
apply in districts where there is a con-
siderable amount of this disease, We
shall have to wait on events and arrange
accordingly. I have discussed this matter
with the Principal Medical Officer, and
his opinion is that in appointing mnedical
officers and fixing their salaries and subsi-
dies the fact that they will have to attend
these patients should be taken into con-
sideration. The supply of mnedicine May-
be one of the terms of agreement or em-
ploymen t.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Is it possible to
amend this clause in the manner I sug-
gested on the second reading, so that not
only the advertisement of certain articles
will be prevented but also their manu-
facture and sale? What is the use of our
providing in a Bill that certain articles
shall not be advertised for sae if we al-
low them to be displayed for sale in shop
windows?

Proposed new section put and passed.
Proposed new section 2421:
M-r. SMITH: The provision which re-

fers to the publishing Of any statement
intended to promote the sale of any ar-
ticle as -a medicine, etc., for the allevia-
tion or cure of diseases, I think covers
diseases which are not contemplated b 'y
the measure. That particular clause will
have the effect, in my opinion, of pre-
venting the sale of legitimate medicines
and articles for the cure of diseases other
than venereal diseases. I therefore move
an amen dmuent-

That the words "or disemse affecting
the generative organs or functions. or
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Of sexual impotence, or of any com-
plaint or infirmity arising from or re-
lating to sexual intercourse or of female
or menstrual irregularities" be struck
out.
Hon. R. 11. UNDERWOOD: I do not

think it is necessar 'y to strike out those
w~ords. The difficulty is that these alleged
remedies are interwvoven. The Bill has
been drafted so that it will not miss any-
thing. It may include something that
does not apply to venereal disease, but I
think it would be better to leave in the
words. The Committee will agree that
we are in favour of preventing the ad-
vertising of quack remedies for comn-
plaidts other than venereal disease.

Amendmen t put and negatived.
Mr. GEORGE: I move lan amend-

ineni-
That in Subsection 2 the foilow'inlg

be added to stand as paragraph (g) -
"Sends to anyj persons through the
post or by any delivery any printed
or urif/en matter referring to and
recommnending the use of alleged renie-
dlies for venereal disease."
T[he Minister for Works: How will it

be possible to deal with any person out-
side the State who mar sendl over anl
advertisement ?

Air. GEORGE: We can deal with the
people here. During the last few years
I have had very objectlionahle things sent
to me through the post.

The Minister for Works: You are not
the only one.

Mr. GEORGE: No, bilt I object to it.
lAtr. O'Loghlen : You cannot stop Dr.

Smith, of Melbourne, circularising the
whole State.

Mr. GEORGE: But we can stop any-
one in this State doing this sort of thing.
If we leave any loophole somebody is
bound to use it. This Testriction must
be tried sooner or later, and if we adopt
it the other States will follow in due
course.

Hor. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I under-
take to consider the proposed amend-
ment, and consult the Crown Solicitor on
it.

Mr. GEORGE: That will suffice. I
ask leave to withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Proposed new section put and passed.
Proposed new Section 242 in-agreed

to.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4, 5-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

BILL - NEWCASTLEhBOLGART
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned at 10.43 phim.

laiiflati9C Council,
Tuesday, 14th September, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4830 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-BRAN, POLLARD, AND
,MAIZE IMPORTED BY THE

- GOVERNMENT .........
Hon. J. 5. HOLMES asked the Colonial

Secretary :1, What was the total cost
of bran~, pollard, and maize imported
by or on behalf of the Government,
the cost to include freight, duty, crushing
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